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f 4 The Hiſtory and Adventures of Joun 
| G Eſq; commonly called Count 


Coy, kept by Lady F— Zan” 


My Dear Baronet, 
Wit the devil could put it in- 
to thy whimſical head to dub me 
hiſtorian, and aſſign me ſuch an unmerci- 
ful task, as that of the hiſtory of the Pet- 
ticoat Penfioners, in London, and Weſftmin- 
; £ "i fer 
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2 The Hiſtory and Adventures 
fer ? Surely thou doſt not think the me- 


moirs of that honourable Society, are to 


be contained in the compaſs of a few 
ſheets, or, that I have patience to write 
you. 2 dei of volumes, each bs. lavge, as 


your Grandmother's great houſe-bible, for 
nothing leſs would give a ſketch of that 
numerous tribe; no faith, Sir Jacob, you 
miſtake your man prodigjouſly ; time 
does not lye fo heavy upon my hands at 
preſent, as to oblige me to trifle it away 
at that unconſcionable rate. You country 
gentlemen, who are quite at loſs how to 
diſpoſe of yourſelves ina rainy day, and are 
ſorgetimes obliged even to go to church to 
ſpend a tedious Sunday, may indeed, find 
leiſure to read ſuch voluminous works; 
but we who inhabit this great emporium 
of pleaſure, and have ſo many charming 
methods to wing away troubleſome time, 


are under no ſuch neceſſityto write ſolio's for 
che entertainment of our country- friends ; 


however, Sir. Jacob, to ſhew you that 1 


am. willing to do every thing in my 


power 


1 

| 

| 
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of John C——y Eſq; 4 
power to render your retreat in the coun- 
try agreeable, I ſhall ſteal an hour or two 
from White's, and Ranelagh, and Vaux-hall, 
two or three times a week, to entertam 
you with the adventures of ſome of the 
moſt noted of thoſe hardy blades, who 
have chained themſelves to the amorous 
oar, and are not aſhamed, for the fake of 
a little mammon, to be the drudges and 
gally-ſlaves of the Cyprian queen. But, 
Good Baronet, don't be ſo unreafonable 
as to expect that a man of my temper is to 
be tied down to the dullrules and modes of 
writing, or that I am obliged to obſerve 
ſtrictly the ſtyle and manner of an hiſtorian, 
or that I am to plague my ſelf to ſettle the 
exact chronology of every event I relate; 
no, hang it, my ſtomach is too ſqueamiſh 
to digeſt any thing ſo pedantic; I am 
determined to write like a gentleman, or 
rather, to uſe your phraſe, like a beau; 
that is, to deliver my thoughts juſt as 
they occur to me, and in the order they 
lye in my own capricious noddle; and if 

B 2 that 
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of my Corps; and in truth that may be 
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that you ſhould chance to pleaſe you, my 


end is anſwered, if it ſhould not, egad 
J can't help it, for if my life and ſoul lay 
at ſtake, I can no more take the trouble 
to trim, and model, and methodize my 
thoughts, than to comb and frize my 


\ own perriwig. And now having adjuſted 
Preliminaries, and told you what you are, 


and what you are not to expect, let me 
ſcratch my head a little, and conſider who 
ſhall be the hero of this day's entertainment. 
Hang them, they croud ſo faſt upon my 
memory, their numbers confound my 
choice. I'm in the caſe of a young beauty, 


the firſt winter of her appearance, ſo 


haunted with humble ſervants, ſhe is at a 


loſs whom to pitch upon for the happy 


man; but that I may not, like her, delibe- 


rate till the lucky minute is gone, and 


take a ſcoundrel or a coxcomb at laſt, 
I think I ſhall toſs up, heads or tails, whe- 
ther Fack, Tom, Dich, or Harry, ſhall 
have the honour of leading the van 


the 


of John C——y, Eg, 5 
the beſt way to determine, not only this, 
but moſt other diſputes : However, I need 
not have recourſe to it now, for juſt this 
minute ſee the dear Count, Jack C=—y, 
his own ſelf, paſs by the window, in a 
new chariot, and two pretty dapple greys ; 
ſee how he plumes himſelf in his finery! 
yes, he has done remarkable duty to lady 
F——5 for theſe geldings: I would not, 
before George, Sir Jacob, be bound to lye 
one night by the ugly witch, for the 


weight of her, the chariot, horſes, Count 


and all,, in pure gold! Yet that fellow 
there, has ſo ſtrong a ſtomach, he can do 
duty three or four times a night, I am 
told, and looks hale, and found as a 


| roach next day, notwithſtanding, there is 


a vapour iſſues from her old mouth as 
nauſeous as the fumes of a rotten bubo z 
but its impoſſible he can hold it long; for 
the has been the death of fix of as brawny 
fellows, as the nation has produced within 
theſe eight Years. Well, then, its de- 


+ termined you ſhall have his hiſtory, but 


 j not 


6 The Life and Adventures 
not this poſt, my boy, for I am this mi- 
nute interrupted, by Mrs. What dye call 
her, the habit-maker in Taviſtock Street : 
ſhe and I are going to fit in ſolemn coun- 
cil, to determine the dreſs I am to appear 
in at the next maſquerade : that you 
know is a matter of importance; ſo dear 
Sir Facoh, I am, | 


by 


Jour moſt bumble Servant, 
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, HE Ithportant bafineſs which broke 
1 off my lat, ib ndw finifhed; | pirch- 
ed upon my dreſs, and my choice had the 
apptobation of all the ladies. There was 
ſomthing f6 gtandiy WRImHCAl init, that 
1 attradted the eyes of the whole alfembly. 


J was à double individual, as 550% fays, 


and united in my ſingle perſon, two of the 
moſt ſeemingly oppoſite characters in 
nature, the devil and a biſhop. The 
forepart of me was adorned with 4 mitre, 
and lawn ſleeves, while my back parts 
N B 4 were 
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were as finely ſet off with a pair of horns, 
a tail, and all the other ſimbols of infer- 
nal majeſty. You cannot imagine what a 
laugh my preſence raiſed in the whole 
company, and how whimſically I was 


pleaſed when I ſaw, or to_ ſpeak more 


properly, heard, the Would-be-wits, 


aſking queſtions behind, for 1 had a maſk 


on both ſides, proper only for the devil 


to ſolve, while others were craving ſacer- 


dotal bendiction of the mitred part of me. 
Some were in love with my devilſhip, and 


others with my prieſthood, and not a few 


with my Proper perſon, including both 
my capacities. _ You ſhall ſee this dreſs; 
when I come 25850 „een carry 


* 9 & ® 


ed enough. to be lighted with the ; irony 
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of it, eſpecially, v, when you know I deſign 


> 84 &y . 


it as a ſatyr 1 upon, the gentlemen in black. 


But enough of this, 1 muſt to my taſk and 
finiſh you, the hiſtory of Count C 9, 


* 


which T had ſcarce. a when that afe 
fair took me off. . " 


e-- \ 33k {1+ 15 . 
I think 
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7 Ithink I told you how old and ugly the 
Beldam is who keeps him; Lord you muſt 

have heard of her; I am ſure you know 

her youngeſt ſon very well; mad Harry 
Fuse that ſtole colonel M——y's 
miſtreſs. from Kenſington. You have heard 

Z him curſe her, his mother I mean, and 
3 wiſh her a thouſand times at the devil: 
. for the greateſt part of a large jointure 
ſhe now enjoys, is to devolve to him at 
her death, which I dare ſay he prays for 
moſt "LAI and devontly, if ever he 
prays at all. His father was her third 
huſband, for ſhe had diſpatched three of 
them before ſhe was forty, and at Jaſt 
thought a huſband ſuch .a troubleſome, 
prying, peeping animal, that ſhe deter- 
mined never more to come under covert- 
baron; but before her month was out, 
took into pay a luſty Iriſh Eigen, whom 
ſhe kept to ſuch hard duty, and expoſed 
him fo often to the heats, damps, and 
vapours of her trenches, that ſhe ſent him 
aff in one campaign, She ſerved four or 
five 
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| 10 The Hiſtory and Adventures J 
| five more the ſame ſauce; fo that moſt of 4 
b the Grecian youth, were afraid to venture 
4 on her, and nothing but down-right ne- 
4 ceflity could have tempred * Count to 1 

accept of her ſervice. H 


— 


Fack C — „ was born in the Ws of 
Limerick, of a catholic family, whoſe ei- 
tate was a little out at elbows. by their 
adherence to the Pope and the houſe of 
Stewart: However Fack, who was un- 
happily born the youngeſt fon of four, 

did not care that the ſmall remains of it | 

I} ſhould be enjoyed by heretics, and there. f 
i . fore wiſely abjured the Pope and Preten- | 
| 
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i der, and by that means got FOR of 
i the eſtate.” 
| This he had no ſooner 2 Key he 
rode poſt ſor the devil and Dublin; ſet up 
: | an equipage Ar- for the firſt peer of the 
1 | land, kept a pack of hounds in the coun- ; 
Fl t dab f whores 1 ; 
| ry, and a brace or two of w res in . 
| town, gam'd, treated and ranted, til] the ; 
| dirty acres dwindled into nothing. How- | 


| | ever the Count, had the addreſs to conceal 


7 

A 
1 
9 % 


e 


. r . . 


1 


3 e 


2 M 
R - - 


Pry 
— in ob, + "IR 


a TS AST” 1 IP) es 
D LES 
| . — 


* 1 a 
f * 
8 1 


1 
0 


g 
# 


the ſtate of | Ris finances almoſt” a year, 
and played an after. game wirh his credi- 


tors; for before they could find out that 
the eſtate was fold, he had got into their 
debt, under pretence of the neglect of 


his ſteward in making him proper re- 
mittances, to the tune of ſour or five 
thouſand pounds, and when the truth be- 


gan to take air, and ſome ſaucy tradef- 
men grew importunate for their money, 
Jact put his foot in the packet boat one 
foggy morning, and gave them fairly the 


flip. However, he had the conſcience to 


leave every penny of his money on that 
ſide the water; ſcorning to tranſport a 


ſhilling of his Majeſty's coin out of 


Ireland; 1 have heard him ſay, that he 
was obliged to his wits for his paſſage i in 
the packet, and that be had not one 
croſs when he landed at Holly-head. But he 


had good cloaths, and a few valuable mo- 


veables, ſuch as a geld watch, a rich ſnuff 
obs ſword, rings; &c. on part of which 
he 
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he raiſed a little money at t Cheſter, to bring 
him to town, 


Nom, Sir Jacob, I FROG brought my 
FF hero i into England, without one braſs far- 
ll. ching i in his pocket, but pretty well equipt 
in cloaths, a handſome brawny perſon, a 
good forehead, ſteady countenance, not 
| ealily daſh*'d, and a certain inſtrument al- 
moſt as long, but not quite ſo ſmall, tho 
ſometimes as Riff as his ſword, with a 
conſcience not ever ſqueamiſnh, nor honour 
over and above delicate: I ſay, my dear 
Baronet, now that he is come to town 
with all theſe. qualifications, what muſt 
he do to live? ? It he ſhould diſpoſe of his 
wardrobe, that would not laſt him long, 
1 and beſides would reduce him to that cur(- 
Al ed ſtate, which all Jriſh-men peculiar- 
| ly hate, to be poor, and ſeem poor, at 
the flame time; why he had no ſooner M 
appeared. at the, 7 emple· Exchurge coffee | 
| - houſe, than ſome of his countrymen hint- 


| ed to hip. that method of ſubſiſting 


which 
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F John C, E, 13 
which he has ſince ſo ſucceſsfully uw 
tiſed. 

It was Hobſon's choice with our gal- 
lant, who was able to form no ſcheme of 
life in which he could have any proſpect 
of ſucceſs, but from the ladies; for tho? 
he could draw no bills upon his own 
country, he thought himſelf pretty well 
qualified to anſwer very currently any de- 
mands that might be made upon him 
by the female dealers in this great mart 
of love and intrigue. Therefore he got 
himſelf quickly introduced to the moſt 
noted brokers in that way of buſineſs. 
However, it happened now to be the lat- 
ter end of the ſummer ſeaſon, moſt of the 
— polite world were ſtill in the country, and 
- the good women had very few upon their 


at | J liſts, except ſome ſuperanuated city 
xr = dames, of a claſs that could afford little 
fee or no encouragement to their humble 
l- ſervants, beyond a ſtolen treat, a pair of 
ing ſilk ſtockings, or a holland ſhirt purloin'd 
ich 3 from their pains-taking cuckolds, which 
C were 
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were not ſufficient to whet Mr. C—— 
ſtomach, to reliſh ſuch eaten fab 


en conveniences. He ſtood out for ſome 
time, and would not engage his perſon, 


in hopes to meet with a better cuſtomer 
as the ſeaſon advanced. In the mean time, 


that his talents might not altogether lye 


idle, he made love to a country- woman of 
his, Who was then the top of the mode; 


and conſidering the ſeaſon of the year, had 


a pretty good trade amongſt the beſt fort 
of company in town. The girl was young, 


had a very good face and perſon, and bar- 


ring that imaginary virtue, call'd cha- 


ſtity, had every thing about her, to ren- 


der her an agreeable, nay, a fine woman. 
The Count ſaw her at mother H-— 5, 
and made very deep impreſſions upon her. 


She ſaw, or fancied, ſomething in Mr. 
C——y ſhe had net met with amongſt all 
the crowd Who had taſted of her charms, 
and for: that reaſon the ſpent with and 


vpon him, all the money ſhe earn'd in her 
vocation. In return for which, the Count 


be Vo ſome- 
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ſometimes acted as her bully, to defend 


her from the inſults of midnight rakes, 


and at other times as her pimp, when 
money began to grow ſcarce, and buſts 
neſs came in but flowly. 


They continued in this friendly inter- 
courſe of good Offices for two or three 


months; and the Count was fo much ta- 
ken with his Polly, that he ſcarce thought 
of a more beneficial ſettlement, but was 
determined to make the moſt of her he 
could : and with this view, falling i in with 
a young Creolian, who had more wealth 
than wit, he and his doxy laid a plot to 
drain him of ſome of his over-flowing 
caſh. They found by his conſtitution, 
that the Weſt-Indian was amorous ; and 


though they. might expect to make him a 
beneficial cuſtomer in the common way of 


whoring, yet they would not be contented 
with; that, but invented a ſcheme by which 
they flattered themſelves that they might 
make ſome thouſands. The Count con- 
trived it {0 that the Creokan ſhould ſee 


Pully 


\ 
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16 The Hiſtory and Adventures 
Polly in the mall, and introduced her to 


him as the lawful ſpouſe of Squire C—y, 


Polhꝰ's perſon inflamed the ' unſuſpecting 
ſtranger, and her behaviour, which was a 
mixture of the modeſt and libertine, gave 
him ſome hopes that he might attempt to 
gratify his Inclination without offending her 


- *nicety. The Count ſaw by the : firſt in- 
terview that the bait had taken, and there- 


fore the better to carry on his ſcheme, he 
removed her to a more reputable part of 
the town, and took lodgings in a decent 


Houſe, where they paſſed with people for 


man and wife. Here the Creol was in- 
vited to dinner, and as much opportunity 


given by the pretended husband, as Mr. 
Martin (for that was the name of this 


bubble) could wiſh : But he had not the 
wit or the courage to make the declaration 


"to the lady herſelf, though ſhe gave him 


many openings; but after two or three 
viſits, he applied to the maid, who was 
the only perſon in the houſe in the ſecret 
of the Count, and his pretended ſpouſe. 
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The girl made ſome difficulties, but juſt | 
no more than was neceſſary | to enhance the 
price; and at laſt, by her negotiation, Mr. 
Martin was admitted to the favours he 
wanted, for the ſum of a hundred guineas 
to the lady, and ſome brokerage to the 
virtuous, go-between. ... The Creal was 
pretty well pleated with his bargain the 
firſt-night, as believing he ſhould have 
free egreſs and regreſs for that ſum, while 
he ſtaid in town; but he reckoned with- 
out his hoſt, for he was permitted only the 
privilege . of one night, and was. weak 
enough to pay the exorbitant fees for five 
nights within the ſpace of a month. They 
had managed fo artfully, and threw fo 
many difficulties | in his way, eyen where 
he paid his paſſage, that he had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion, that the pretended husband 
knew any thing of the matter, and dread- 
ed nothing ſo much as a diſcovery. The 
fear he had of a thing of that nature, 
and the ,unmercifyl expence together, 
prevy much cool'd his paſſion for Poll, 

and 
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and he Was now a long kitne before? he made 
overture to renew his viſits, and would 
willingly have dropped any farther cor- 
reſpondence; but they had not got enough 
out of him, and reſolved to put the finiſhing 
hand to the plot. To this purpoſe, Polly 
and the Count ventured to the fleet, and 
had themſelves tacked together! for life, by 
one of thoſe pious paſtors, who, good ſouls! 
are always ready enough to beſtow the 
benediction of oe Tharet upon any Wo 
apply fc ſor ir,” q ?2&w ot 10t on eig 10 


A * * _ .- 


Mr. | Martin Fr dune; - 15 Ai kn 


very elegantly, but before they roſe from 
table, a note was brought him by the maid, 
which he read, and'then faid, he was 171 
liged to 8⁰ chat inftine for Grav ſend,” 0 


ſome important buſineſs, and could not 


be at home that night. He got up and 
took his leave, deſiring Mr. Martin not 
to ſtir, but to drink out his bottle, adding, 


chat Mrs. C — 9 would be Blad of his 


company. He was no ſooner” gone, than 


the 


r 


* 
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the lady found means to give Mr. Martin 


the hint, that if he came in the evening, 
he would be made welcome for that _ 
without fee, on the ſcore of his form 

generoſity. The poor bubble fell * 
ſnare, and was let in about eleven o'clock 
at night to the lady's bedchamber, with 
great ſecrecy, She was already in bed, 
and he was not long before he undreſſed 
and prepared for the ſoft encounter, The 
firſt onſet was ſoon over, and in about tefi 
minutes the warm Heft-Indjan found him- 
ſelf in tune for a ſecond attack. He hall 
Juſt entered the breach, and was driving 
furiouſly at the works, when all of a ſudden 
the Count bounces out of a cloſet juſt by 
the bed-ſide, followed by two men, who 
ſeemed employed in hindering him from 
running the affrighted merchant and his 


ſpouſe through the body. Poor Martin no 


fooner heard and ſaw him enter, for there 
was a candle burning by the bedfide, than 
he fell from his poſt all over in a cold 
ſweat, and the lady ſcreatn'd out as if ſhe 

ha 
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| had ſeen the devil. The Count ſwore and 
raved at his companions who hindered 
him from diſpatching both the baſe ſtrum- 
pet, and the villain who had fo abuſed the 
friendſhip he had expreſſed for him, by 
ruining his peace, and violating the 
CY of his bed. But they: could not 
be prevailed on to let his hands looſe; and 


beeg'd of him to be patient, hinting, * that 
* he had a much better way to be revengꝰd 


of the traitor, than by taking his life, 
namely, by bringing his ation a- 


„ gainſt him; that they would kcep 


him there in cuſtody while he went for a 
* warrant, which was the only method he 


could take to puniſh the inſult offered to 


* his honour.” After raving a few minutes 
longer, well then, ſays the Count, do you 
detain him ſafe here till I return with the 
warrant 3. but remember, if he eſcapes, by 
G- d I'll take my revenge on you. He 
then went out, caſting ſuch a look on the 


guilty: er as would have terrified 


people 
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people of a larger ſhare of courage than 
either of them ſeemed now to poſſeſs. 

His back was no ſooner turned, than 
the Lady began moſt piteouſly to bewail 


the loſs of her husband's love, and her 


own hitherto unſpotted reputation. She 
lamented her fate as movingly as if ſhe 
had been the moſt virtuous creature on 
earth, and this the firſt. lip ſhe had ever 
made. Mr. Martin was ſome time ſpeech- 
lefs, fo terrified, ſo confounded, that he 
had no more thought than a beetle, and 


could form no reflection in his mind capa» 


ble of relieving him from his preſent em- 
barraſment, even ſo much as to put a decent 
face upon the matter. At laſt, one of the 


Count $ ſriends adviſed him to compoſe 


himſelf, and let the Lady retire into the 


cloſet, beſors her husband's return; it's 


needleſs, ſaid this honeſt councellor, to 
expoſe her more than ſhe is already; tis 
an ugly affair; I wiſh there could be ſome 
method found out to keep the whole 
a ſecret; for I'm ſure, that going to law 

Will 
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will ruin you all. 1 don't know what to 
think, but for God's ſake, Sir, if you can 
deviſe any means by which Mr. C—y can 
be appeaſed. Nay, faid the terrified priſoner, 
PII agree to any thing, rather than ſuffer 
an arreſt, for that would ruin me to all 
| intents and purpoſes. This was the point 
they were driving at, and in ſhort, they 
extorted a bond from Mr. Martin, for 
fifteen hundred pounds, payable in two 
months, and a reconciliation was made 
with great ſolemnity between the Count, 
and his ſpouſe, and Mr. Martin was hen 
diſmiſſed. 

The Cent had deſigned, with this 
money, to have purchaſed a commiſſion 
in the army, and to have quitted the 
ſcandulous life he now led. But a dif- 
ficulty accur'd in dividing the ſpoil, even 
before he got it; for the maid, who was 
in the ſecret of the whole, inſiſted on no 
leſs than the one third of the fifteen hun- 
dred pounds for her ſhare, and the two o- 
ther his accomplices would have a hundred 
” 55 guineas 


— 


—— : 
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guineas a piece for their ſervices.” The 
Count would by no means agree to this 
diviſion, and had the imprudence to quar- 
rel with them long before the bond be- 
came due the eonſequence of which was, 
8 that! the maid went to Mr. Martin, and 
diſcovered the whole plot. As ſo large a 
ſum would have hurt his circumſtances, 
he was glad to have any proſpect of eſcap- 
ing the payment, and immediately ap- 
| D plied to council upon the caſe; wha 
aa adviſed him to have the Count and his 
ſpouſe, with whoſe characters he was now 
perfectly acquainted, taken up as cheats. 
The Count dreamed nothing of ſuch. 


8 

1 a misfortune, when he and his Lady were 
6 taken up by a juſtice*s: warrant, by whom 
L they were examined and committed to 
n Darance for farther examiriation : however, 
18 the iſſue of it was, that the Count, ratber 
0 than ſtand a proſecution, gave up the 
1 fiifteen hundred pound bond, and fo found 


himſelf ſaddled with a wife, without a 
Fgroat to ſubſiſt her, but the profits of 
| her 
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her vocation, for they had riotouſiy ſpent 
the five hundred pounds they had got for 
the firſt five nights lodging, 1 that 
this ſun-ſhine would always laſt. q 
Tphe loſs of the money was not All the þ 
misfortune that attended them; they lived 
no actually like man and wife, in conti- 
nual revilings and upbraidings of each 
other ; and Polly, who doated on him be- 
fore the was tied to him for life, and 
| would have parted with her skin to ſup⸗ 
port him, now refuſed to communicate 
any part of her gains to him; ſo that 
What he had he was obliged to extort 
with matrimonial diſcipline, a ſound drub- 
bing or ſo 3 but to compleat his diſaſter, 
ſhe run him thirty or forty pounds in debt 
at a fale ſhop, the maſter of which ar- 
reſted him, juſt as he was going to be 
laid down in a powdering tub, for a vi- 2 
| olent inflammation ſhe had communicated. 
to him; but, to do her juſtice, ſhe had re- 
ceiv'd the favour from a cuſtomer of his 
own recommending, and got all the profit 
; 7 | of 
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On to CO lain on that ſcore, 


| He was confined to the Ning B. 55 22 
ſeveral months, and experienced al the 


miſe ries of 4 gat! and all 8 5 torinedts 


of a 10 athſome diſeaſe >, the fame tithe, 
and clrtaivly- would have, Je rithed; if a 
young urgeon, who as! a fellow Feldber, 
had not undertaken his. cure. When he 
found himſelf found, he bega in to be un- 


5  ealy for his lberty „ e he did not 


know how to employ hienlelf "when 


| 8 
he got out, and wrote many letters to 


his wife to beg of her to "fend him 
fome relief; but, the vngratefyl bag- 
gage was deaf to his entreatics, and would 
not ſpare him a a chilling! 2 ' however, be 
ſoon bad his revenge, f for ſhe had been 1s 


often fired, and had allowed her laſt mi. 


fortune, to 9 80 fo long upon ber, that ar 


„ 4 3 * 


The Count Ko 61 it wick very Gent 


1 joy, as next to his liberty, he looked 


upon getting clear of that mortgage upon 
2 3 his 


i WO; 


| his perſon, : as the gol bappines that 


2 O1 0 


F ortune, which had hitherts perſecuted 
our Hibernit , be n again to ſmile upon 
him z for re 7 d Ee | 
chancd to come one day to the priſon 5 
he was confined in, to viſit a widow gen- 
tlewomap, a diſtant relation of her? 8. 
who had. the misfortune | to be a priſoner 
there, 1 lay then at the point of death: 
as the Lady was paſſing through the | [ 
yard to go to her Friend's apartment, it 
Was Squire C-—*s good fortune to be " 
perched up. againſt, the wall, cloſe by 
which ſhe was to paſs, Playing © off a cer- 
tain water engine, which the pious lady 
got a ſight of: for, Jack ey'd her, and, as 
ifby accident, gave her a ſide view of what 
made -a moſt comfortable appearance in 
the eyes of this diſconſolate widow, who 
was. no novice. in matters of that kid. 
The lear 1 dub of opinion, that ſhe im- 
mediateſß concluded, that ſuch a machine 
would be of great uſe in watering her dry 


and 


. 


” 1 


6 . 


f John. Cormany Eſqj 27 
and parch'd up grounds; however, with- 
out the leaſt ſhew of conſciouſneſs, op; 
ſeeming to take any notice of either Mr. 
C or his curious machine, ſhe: waddled 
along to her friend's apartment, but ſcarce 
gave herſelf time to aſk. the ſick perſon 


how ſhe did, beſore ſhe ran to the 
window, and pointing out the Count to 
the nurſe, asked who, and what he was, 
2 how long, and for how much he was con- 
® fined? ta all which ſhe received ſuch an- 
ſwers, as the woman's knowledge of his 
affairs could furniſh. Whereupon ſue ſaid 


it was a pity ſuch a handſome well- looking 
gentleman ſhould be made wretched for 


ſo ſmall a ſum: with a great many other 
2 obliging tntogs of the Count ; every word 
of which the nurſe reported to him as ſoon 


as the Lady was gone, telling him, at the 


fame time, that the Lady was very rich, 
and very charitable, and adviſed him to 
write her a letter, in a modeſt manner, 


deſiring her aſſiſtance. 


C 2 The 
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The Count; ho had a very. good o- 
pinion of himſelf, now Jgd it more 
than probable that the view of his bat- 
tering ram, which he knew ſhe had 
ſquinted at, had raiſed him a friend in 
her Ladyſhip, and therefore having pro- 
cured her addreſs, he made no ſeruple of 
applying for her bounty, to relieve him 
out of Dureſ . * 

Phe old Lady: had: een all 8 of 
the miglity machine, recollected the broad 
ſhoulders, brawny limbs, and ſtrong 
muſcles by which it was moved, and 
painted to herſelf the luſcious banquet ſhe 
ſhould have in the poſſc ſſion of what ſhe 
had) feeni: She was juſt ruminating with 
herſelf, in what manner ſhe ſhould re- 
deem this precious inſtrument, and its 
owner out of | limbo, - when her maid 
brought a Letter from the Count, de- 
ſcribing his circumſlances in very moving 
terms, and promiſing ihe higheſt grati- 


tude, if her ladyſhip would graciouſly con- 
wibute to his relief, 


” #4 
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5 The old Lady's heart beat the tar: 09. 
when ſhe faw his name, and bleſſed thy 


4 Zul 


Happy opportunity which made her mi- 
ſtreſs of ſo vaſt a treaſure. She huddled 
on her cloaths in an inſtant, ordered her 
maid to tell che bearer, that an anſwer 
would be ſent i in leſs than an hour, and 


was better hay her word, bor ſhe, imme- 


*$*. a 4 


her maid as W are as. . would, dil. 
charge the debt an julzfees, with direc- 
tions to het to ke the money, paid, and 


to bring the gentleman home wich her, 
Mrs. Avjgail knew how the wind blew, 


and was glad her Ladyſhip was on the 
point of being, Wpply*d, for the was al- 
=_ ways peeviſh when ſhe wanted” A. 510 
 B of the chamber, and the beſt natured, 
| humoured, generous creature alive, 5599 oY 
| firſt week of a new ſcrvant,, ge 
5 It's ſtrange, Sir Jacob, bow that ill 
- BH Affair affects all mankind; bow happ 
| both ſexes are with the thoughts | of rel 


enjoyment, and how ridiculous a ; Hgure 
C 3 | they 
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they make when - the hurry is over, I 
have viewed myſelf i in the glaſs upon this 
occaſ jon, and upon my foul I look*d' ſo 
filly, I was aſhamed to look myſelf ; in the 
Ba. and could not call to remembrance 
What had put me in ſuch raptures but 
a minute before, without confuſion ; 3 yet 
next day would run fifty leagues after 
the ſame fooliſh thing. —— But ſtay, 
my boy, where am 1 rambled to in the 
name of wonder? I'm got to philofophiz- 
ing, when 1 ſhould be bringing matters 
to bear between the Count and Lady HF—: 
Fore. George, the will be damn'd angry 
at me for letting her affair cool, and 
reaching over it, when ! ſhould be doing 
ſomething elſe, + 
ws need not deſcribe the joy the Count 
was in, when the embaſſadreſs told him 
ſhe had brought money for his diſcharge. 
| He was in raptures, and would have ex- 
| preſſed his gratitude. to the lady, by ſome 
kind overtures to the maid, but ſhe hap- 
| pened not to be in the humour to take 


. 
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payment in that coin, but adviſed him 
to keep all his looſe caſh of that ſort for 

her Lady's uſe, who would have occa- 
ſion for it, and that ſhe would be con- 
tent wich an odd guinea or two that was 
in the ſum ſhe had brought, over and a- 
bove what was ſufficient to {et him at li- 
It was towards evening before the af- 
fair could be fully ſettled, during al! 
which time, the lady fat upon nettles, 
and could handly ferbear ſending her ſoot- 
man to flaſten the negociation. At laſt he 
was tcleaſed, and admitted to pay his 
compliments to the lady, who was dreffed 
in the grandeſt and moſt engaging diſha- 
dille ro receivg him, that her fancy coul 
inwent. All the dilapidations time had 
made in her cheeks, locks, and forehead, 
were covered over with paint, plaiſter, 
and falſe: curls, and the air of majeſty 
which her perſbn hüs, the gay air with 

| which ſhereeeived him, and the bloom in 
ber face, which candle-light did not dif- 
8 Cover 
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cover to be falle, with the gratefuf ikea 


of her bounty, 'which® then poſſeſſecl the 
Count, plabed che od weman in- fo" de- 
ſpicable light, and made him fancy her 
really a fine creature. She permitted him 
to ſalute her cheek; for it was neceſſary not 
to be over free of her lips, for fear of an 
ugly vapour that might have given an unfi- 
vourable impreſſion at the very firſp on- ſet. 
She cut him ſhort in the ſtudied cont- 
pliment he intended her; by telling him, 
that what ſhe had done merited little 


thanks, and was but an earheſt of the 
good ſhe intended him, provided his be- 


haviour was ſuitable to the firſt impreſſi- 
on his appearance had raid in her. Le 
bow?d reſpectfully, and graſpꝰd heroyither- 
ed hand: ſwearing, that his Whole life would 
be too ſhort to expreſs the grateful ſenſe 
he had of her favours. She made him ſi 


down on a couch by her, and enter'd on 


a narrow / ſerutiny into the cauſe of his 


mitortanes: which he put the beſt face he 
| 9 attributing them chiefly: to 


75 ſome 


* 
c ſow 
* e * 2 1 x 


of John CO. Eu 33. 


ſome youthful follies and extravagance, 
of which he was now cur d. During the h 
diſcounſe, ſhe ſometimes clapꝰd her hand, 

and ſometimes her arm on bis ſhoulder, 
and then would let it drop, as if by acci- 
dent, on his breeches; ; and in playing with, 
her fingers, he preſſed them to that rare ma. 
chine, which, v was diſpoſed along his chi igh. 
for the convenience of lying at full length, 
p heſe little freedoms warm'd the Count, 
and made him imagine that the lady was 
inclined to commence a more intimate 


il 
acquaintance with him at once, fans cerb. 


monie. In ſhort, he proceeded t to ſuck in 


citements, (in full confidence. that his 


ſuſpicion of the lady“ 8 deſign upon 
him was quite right) as made the ola! 
woman breath ſhort, : and ſent a bluſh 3 in- 
to her face, viſible, 1 in ſpite of the cover.” 
ing of paint and plaiſter, which ſhe” TH 
deavoured to hide, by inclining her head 
towards his boſom, He now graſped her 


with vigorous warmth, and printed a 


hundred kilſes on Fur baggard N. u ill 
W 


4 
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haut Sout of her breath. This gave 


gone to retreat, h laid her along on the 


« ah Mr. C—y! what are you abvot? 


and returned to his goddeſs, who.now hy 
in a moſt bewitching > poltiire indeed / Her 
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is reſpiration was almoſt ſtopped, by the 


211. 3 


Him a little check; but as et was foo far 


couch," which the permitted withoot the 
leall ſtruggle, only crying out now and then, 


« —indeed you are a wag. — 11 ſhall ne- 
& ver endure it—but have you turn'd the 
4 key. in the door.” As this was wel] 


reminded, he ſtept to the door, ſhot 
the bolt, bung his hat upon the lock, 


"4923 


petticoats quite up, her thighs, with very 
little of his help, ſpread open, brown, 
pk, and flabby, with a paunch that 
hung partly over the mount of Venus, as 
full of wrinkles, as there are plaits in a law- 
yers gown 3 and underneath, ſuch a chaſm / 
— I ſhould have proceeded, Sir Jacob 
but decency gave 1 me juſt now a twitch 
by the elbow, and deſired me to draw the 


curtain over the reſt of the landſcape ; 
| | which 


| of Jm C — y. Þ ſh: (> 33 
which, to oblige the celeftia} maid; I ſhath 
do; and only further inform you, that 
as enoogh to take off a little 
ol the fury of his coorage however, reſol- 
vidg to ſhew himſelf a hero, for che ho- 
ndur of his country, ſhutting his eyes, he 
pluaged headlong into the gulph; and 
after all made ſhift to play his part fo 
well, that the lady declared ſhe had 
never known the true pleaſure of man- 


hood before. Our, hero had a weighty 


purſe for that night's work, and an a- 


partment in the lady's hooſe, which he 


has ever ſince commanded. as his own, 


and lives as ſplendidly! as a man of five = 


thouſand a year; for the fool, though he 


labours like a horſe for what he gets, ſpends 


it, however, like an aſs, and never reflects 
that the old woman is mortal — though, 
plague on them, ſuch toads as ſhe 
live as if they were born before the 
flood, and have the conſcience to be 
peeping out of the grave, when all their 


relations wiſh them twenty foot under 


ground: 


— 
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ground; Lou, and I, Sir Jacob, know: 
this to our woful experience. But to re- 
turn to the: Count q who has furniſhed) 
me with this obſervation, viz. that it; 
ſeems to be the fate ofcall kept gallants, 
as well as miſtreſſes, to be extravagant, 
and enemies to any kind of foreſight, or 


economy. C in this creſpect is 
neither beter nor wiſer! than the'; Ladies 


of Drury, who to day riot in exceſs, and 
to-morrow ſtarve in a garret; which 
probably will be his fate, at the further 
moſt, when mother. F. dies, and you 
muſt confeſs, from the ſhort hiſtory I 
have given you of him, that he deſerves 
no better. But hang him, he has made 
me forget, that I have an appointment 
at the thatch? d- houſeʒ ſo dear Sir Jaroh, 
PWR Ito el 1:710Ww blo 30! :. 
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'T be. been ures s of Capi bh. : 


7 


"My hon * * 

N D ſo, Sir Jacol, you a Mig 
Bell have made ſhift to go-to, log-. 
——— about my laſt letter : Tee 'm 
entirely loſt to her good graces, and owe 
it wholly to your worſhip's imprudepce: : 
What, in the name of careleſsneſfs, promp- 
ted you to put ſuch a letter directly 
into her hands? 38 fay,. that ſhe 
1 N 2 and 
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and all women love a warm ſtory in their 


hearts: it may be ſo, friend; I cannot 
diſprove the charge, but then you thould 
make ſome allowance for cuſtom, the 


natural diſſimulation of the ſex, and the 
prevalence of that habitual virtue called 


modeſty, all which teaches them to con- 


ceal their affection for luſcious deſcriptions 


of certain things and actions. They are 
taught frbm their cradles to eonceal their 


knowledge of every thing relating to 
the act of procreation. If you believe 


them, they are not ſo much as ac- 


quainted with that part of the aparatus 


which they carry about with them, and 
yet the whole ſtudy of their lives, is to 
acquire à perfect knowledge of its uſes 
and properties; but all this in private, 
Sir Jaeb; they do it by ſtealth, and 
ſearee permit thoſe of their on ſex, to be 
Privy to cheit ſearches into that branch of 


natural philoſophy. How then could 
you expe& that your ſiſter could avoid 


being offended, when you gave her my 
damn*d 


ters, whom you made privy tothe contents ? 


fye, Baronet, fye! it is a ſhame that you. 
ſhould be ſo ignorant of the ways of that 


cunning ſex had you refuſed her a fight 
of it, and told her it was not fit for. her 
| peruſal, you had ſet her ſo much agag, 
that ſhe would have broke open your 
ſtrong box to come at it, and have 


mumbled it in private wich as high a 


guſto, as ever ſhe did chalk and oat- 


meal, when the tickling diſcaſe was upon 
her. You ſhould have dropt it, as by 


accident, in ſome place where ſhe might 

have found it, by which means you would 

have afforded her a ſatisfaction, the loſs 

of which is perhaps the only reaſon ſhe 

has to be angry with you and J. 
So much for Miſs Bell. | 


And now I come ſouſe into hs. hif-. 


tory of Captain L==4b, who, tho? near ſix- 


ty, ſtill live by the ladies, and has done ſo 


for theſe thirty. years paſt, I would not 
have you, Sir Joh believe that all the 
kept 


dammd ſcraw! in a rev full of digs | 


Sum — 2 — 2 
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kept gallants are of Greece * ; no, there 
are ſome of other nations os work in. 
thele quick-Glver mines as well as they, 


1 ex. gr. the worthy gentleman we are now 
| ſpeaking; of, is an ancient lien by 
4 . is a iced brother of a —_—_ Go 
j mily, and was bred to arms in his younger 
days; a profeſſion, in which, to do the 
man jnſtice, he behaved ſo as to acquire 
, a very good character, but on the peace 
* of Utrecht, he was reduced to the half- 
pay of a lieutenant of horſe, upon the Jr 
| eſtabliſhment, which was too little to ſup- 
l | port his expences, in whieh he was very 
| profuſe; and living conſtantly - here in 


London, he was at laſt obliged to ſell his 
half- pay, to extricate himſelf out of a goal, 
and after that, ſuffered every hardſhip of 
poverty and diſtreſs, but ſtill with the 
character of a gentleman; for he had not 
for ſome years the misfortune of learning 
1 of * n Gs * the town. 
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1250 Thro! all his, ,Misfortuncs, he. made. ſhift 


to preler Ver a ſearlen cqats a ramiſie Wig⸗ 
and his truſty ſword z a All which, I 


| the laſt, began, to; look. ah val of re- 


pair; _ obliged. the captain frequently 


to draw his Toled, tho'. no fighting man, 


to chaſtize the tle petit Matrei, who 
ſometimes Mn to be witty at the 
expence of his ancient apparel. „Howe 
ever, ruſty as his appearance Was, a cer- 
tain eminent citizen's wife took notice 8 
it, and conceived an immodęrate liking 
the owner, who,. to tell the truth, * A 
very - genteel perſon, a good air, and all 
the marks which a knowing woman would 
look for in an humble ſervant. 
+ He was walking one day in the, mall, 
to prepare his ſtomach for a « dinner with 
Duke Humphrey ; for as he had not 4 a 
croſs in his pocket to procure, one at an 


ordinary or chop-houſe, ſo he ha deter- 


46> 


mined for that, day to pin hiniſe elf upon 
that hoſpitable, no leman,. who, contrary 
10 che cuſtom of der perſons of his 

rank, 
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rank, never permits any of his Wiens 
either to overload their ſtomachs at his 


table, of to empty their pockets to his ſer- 
vants. Our captain, I fay, was juſt tak- 
ing his laſt turn in the mall, before he 
wetit to his grace's to dinner, when a foot- 
mah in blue, that ſmelt à little of hops 
ant! tobacco, with an auk ward city ſcrape, 
preghted him a pretty little letter, con- 
Hiding no more than this, „ Take a 


coach, and come where the beater ſhall 


& Aire& you, and where you will Hear of 
0. fotheching to your advantage.“ The 


captain who owed ſome old arrears, was 


at firſt afraid it might be a trick to get 
him out of the verge of the court, ard 
was very tm willing to go, but the foot- 
than prefs'd him 10 much, and ſeear'd ſo 
artleſs and innocent, that he reſolved to 
venture with him. | 
They took coach at Spring- garden gate, 


Arove for the city, ſtapt at a little dirty 


blind Alley, and the captain was conducted 


* to a very meat} looking houſe, which awa- 


kened 


kened his ſuſpicions. But the a woman 
of the houſe reading his uneaſineſs in his 
looks, calm'd his feats in the moſt oblig - 
ing terms; telling him, ſhe ſent for bin 
to do him a good office, for which ſhe 
asked no return. I obſery'd, Sir, fays ſhe, 
you have been in the army, and now 
we have peace, you, like many other brave 
men, are reduced to the affronts of thoſe 
your valour has ſaved : My husband, Sir, 
was an officer, and died, Lad reſt his "out, 

in, the bed of hohour, before the wills & 
Nawure, which has inclined me ever lince, 

as much as is in my power, to befriend 
the brave, but unfortunate, of that profet- 
ſion. If you can put up, Sir, with an 
apartment in my houſe, you are heartily 
welcome, and perhaps it may be in my 
power to be of ſervice to you, in a mannet 
I'm not at liberty at preſent to in- 
form you of; and added ſhe, I have a 
relation. who is an eminent taylor, whom, 
if you give me leave, Pll ſend: for to take 


meaſure of you for a ſuit of cloaths, of 


what 
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what ſort Jou pleaſe, without charging 
you : A farthing. The captain was amazed 
at the old woman's generoſity, and could 
bot conceive what he was to aſcribe his 
Bod luck to; for ſhe ſpoke with 
ſo much modeſty i in he looks and words, 
that t he cbuld not 18 any thing of an 
Won Dar 

amour in the cale. However, he teiurn- 
ed his. thanks for her g nerous intentions, 
In. the politeſt manner he could," and 
made e ſame , | difficuley. 'of accepting her 
dip but at laſt, her prelling. and his 
= neceſſiry, got "the better of bis 


elicacy, and he Fans himſelf to be 


FS WVWAh+o2>.i & 


5-1 and. comb. ih, with a 7 con- 
taining a wig Valuable for its antiquity, 
11 been made in Wi liam IIld-s days, 
a 0 cloak-bag, and a brace of piſtols, with 
ome bruſhes and black ball. 5 
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However, it was not long before his 
wardrobe was furniſhed with every thing 
he could want in decency. He kept his 
room for two or three days, till his 
things were got ready, and breakfaſted, 
din'd, and ſupp'd with the old gentle- 
woman, out of whom he could not pick 
one ſyllable of the meaning of all, this 
bounty; but the next day after he was 
equiped in his full dreſs, he began to 
ſmell ſomething of the deſign : For then 
a Lady, who appeared to the captain 
to be about thirty, came to dine with the 
landlady, and paſſed for her niece, and 
the widow of a ſea-officer, who had loſt 


his life in the late wars. The widow ap- 


peared a very comely woman, with ſome- 
thing in her eye and complexion, which 


beat an alarm in the captain's ear, and 
whiſpered him, that it would be no very 
difficult matter to ſurprize her garriſon. 
He treated her with as much freedom on 
this firſt meeting, as good manners would 
: att and 650 all he ſaid perfectly 


well 
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well received. That evening, at ſupper, 
the old woman dwelt much on the praiſe 
of her niece, and how much ſhe ſeem- 
ed taken with the captain, and ad- 
viſed him to cultivate her good will; for, 
added ſne, my neice is generous where 
ſhe takes, and has it in her power to r 
friend you. 
The next Interview, which W in 
two days, the good woman of the houſe 
left them by themſelves. The captain 
reſolved not to loſe the opportunity. 
Tbe moment the landlady went out, he 
got up, put the bolt in the door, and 
returning, placed his chair hard by the 
widow*s, What's the matter with you, 
captain, ſays ſhe, half laughing, ſure you 
are not going to make love to me, you 
draw ſo cloſe, and have been ſo cautious 
with the door? If you are, Sir, you'll 
loſe your labour; for I have taken an 
oath never to marry. So much the better 
my dear widow, replied the captain, I 
hate matrimony a3 much as I do the 
French 
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French; 1 am for pure love, without 
chains and manacles, and here offer you a 
ſolaier's heart; rake it, body and all;with- 
out ceremony, for next to matrimony I. 
hate whining, | Juſt my on humour to 
a hair, replied ſhe, but how can 1 believe 
you ſincere, is not all this affectation and 
banter ? Men's hearts are falſe, and ſel- 
dom are in the ſame tune with their 
tongues. Feel then, ſaid he, taking her 
hand, and placing it to his bolbm, feel 
how it throbs, is it not in the ſame key 
with my tongue? Does it beat any thing 


but love? You may hear it as loud as the 


grenadiers march. Then ſliping his hand 


a little lower, he made her ſenſible of * 
e N EEE ⏑ ⏑ ⏑ Q 1 
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Fenn, 
„ * „% * You ſee, widow, ſaid 
he, putting on the moſt impudent face he 
could, I'm all over in love, there is no- 
thing about me but is ready to declare 
how much I doat on n you. 
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-»bis-poſkible, Sir Josch, chat * 
ſo feelingly touch'd, had more rhetorick 


2 . 
\\ I 


than any thing the captain could ſay. It 


is an old proverb. Seeing, is believing, but 
feeling has no fellow. All our ſenſes may 
be decei ved, except this, which! is the, teſt 
of all the reſt. No wonder, therefore, 


if the; touch gives ſo much pleaſure, and 
that its almoſt ſimply impoſſible for a 


woman to withſtand the force of a feeling 


_ argument, when properly. ſuggeſted to her 


underſtanding, and ſlily preſented to-her 
touch. There are numbers of people, Sir 
Jacob, i who are poſſcſſed of | talents pro- 
per far this Kind of feeling rhetorick, yet 


want jadgment to apply them. They are 


Either troubled with a filly elowniſh: baſh» 


ſulneſs, that makes them aſhamed to have 
recourſe to this perſuaſiye figure of ſpeech, 
or puſh'd. by an , impolitic , impudencę 
on the other, xtreme, which prompts hem 
to., expoſe their wares on, pnſcaſonable, 0c- 
cafions, without waiting for the critical 
minute, when their miſtreſſes are proper- 
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iy diſpoſed for ſuch kind: a A 
woman, however the may like ſymetry, 
juſt proportion, and the loſty ſymptoms 
of vigorous love, does not care to have 
all thrown full in her face, and expoſed 
without any degree of deceney or deli- 
cacy. No, ſhe muſt have it introduced 
to her nicely, ſhe muſt be taken by ſur- 


prize, tho? fully prepared for all you can 
do; then ſhe feels the ſympathetie force; 


theomaght flame trickles | thr?" every 

þ vein, till Abe is: melted to your wiſhes, 
and diſſolved in your ams,, panting-and 
breathleſs with rapturous extaſy: as did 
ie capnair's widow, who met his careſſes 
e , Z with equal/ardot, and valiantly- contend- 
» cd wich her ſoldier for the victory. The 
'e ſiucceſs of the engagement was doubtful for 
Wy ſome time, Thrice the luſty Caledonian 
* ſpur'd on with (manly vigour to the 
ma morous charge, thriee he penetrated to the 
„very center of the widows battalion; and as 
al 1 often retreated in good order to his camp; 
10 Z but at laſt his ammunition being ſpent, 

= 


D he 


he was obliged to yield the field to his 
fair enemy, who uſed the advantage the 
had gained with great clemency; for tho? 
he became her priſoner by the laws of war, 
yet ſhe ſettled a very handſome penſion 
on him, whicli made him forget that he 
me or even wiſh'd to be, free. 
In two ſor chree meetings after this 


firſt encounter, he learned the true ſitu- 


ation of his miſtreſs, Who was no wi- 
dow, nor any relation to the kind woman 
of the houſe, but the wife of a conſider- 
able Dulch merchant, who kept his ac- 
counts clear with all the world, but his 
ſpouſe, to whom old age and the gout 
had run him conſiderably in amorous ar- 
rears, which obliged the good lady to 
take this method of making good his de- 
ficiencies. 

The captain and the kept c on a corre- 
Ane for near ſeven years, when her 
-baſbayd, died, and ſbe was obliged to 
-£9, over to Holland, to ſettle ſome "affair 
relating to his eſtate, . where ſhe! married 
"4 {| | a 
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a gentleman of the ſame country, who re 
ſided there conſtantiy, and was more capa- 
ble of keeping matters clear with his wifes 
ſo that the Captain was now at a loſs for 
a new patroneſs. But the old woman at 
whoſe houſe he lodged during this intrigne» 
got him acquainted” with the Counteſs of 
B , who inſiſted on higher terms 
than his former miſtreſs, for Eva, leſs 
would ſerve her than matrimony. Tho 
the Captain had no great ſtomach ts be 
chain'd for life, yet, the temptation, A 
woman of quality, though a little ancient, 
and the proſpe& of a good jointure an- 
nex'd, obliged him to fubmir to his 
fate. 9 1 in eich 
Being married, he ſet up an equipage 
ſuitable to his new dignity, and made 


| 1 ſhift for the firſt three months to pleaſe 


his old Counteſs pretty well; bit chere is 
ſomething, Sir Jacob, {6 irkſome in per- 
petual bondage, and ſo difagreeable- in 
doing that out of duty, which we'ſhould 
act out of pure love; that the Capraiu 
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grew tired even of quality, and found 
fewer charms in the counteſs, than he fan- 
cied in the kitchen · wench; in ſhort, he 
began to go aſtray,,, and to neglect fa- 
mily duty. This bred matrimonial 
wrangles,. and ſome; ugly lectures, as 
% You villian you, is this the way you 
« ſerve a woman of my rank and quality, 
«who took you from ſtarving, and de- 
288 mean'd myſelf ſo much as to admit you 

4 the- honour of my bed? Dare you thus 
« diſhonour me * you ſhall not do it 
4, with impunity. 

The Captain bote ſuch WEE as 
— and much worſe too, with a great deal 
of. philoſophy, ſor a few months At laſt, 
his: patience quite exauſted, he left her 
kdyſhip, and took an apartment ina diffe- 
tent quarter. of the town. The Countels 


would; have put up with the want of the 


man, but be would not with that of her 
jointure ; he therefore made over his right 
to it for a ſum-greatly ſhort of its value; 
and to compleat the lady's misfortune, 
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be gave judgment to a friend, who ſeized 


a all her goods with an execution, and ſcarce 
" 7 left the Counteß a bed to lye on: but ſhe 
, fomach'd this bad uſage heavily, thas 


ſhe died in fix months after, 

3 The Captain lived independant, as long 
* as the Counteſs's money laſted, but that 
1 geone, he kept a ſharp look-out for ſome 
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„ diſtreſſed fair, who might want his af- 
e. N fſſiſtance. He met in the ſpace of five 
ou | 


X years, with three of them, alt widows, 
; * as I am very well inform'd, who took 
it him ſucceſively into their ſervice. The 

two firſt he lived with till he reduced 

= thera to beggary, and then left them to 
al cchift for themſclves, The third, the wi- 

* dow of an Ezft-India Captain, he kept 
conftant to for eighteen months, ſpent 
every groat ſhe had, tipt her at laſt the 
foul diſeaſe, and took fo little care of- 
her cure, that ſhe died in great miſery, 
and was buried at the charge of the Fa- 
riſk, 
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He had now got ſo bad a name a- 
mongſt the women whoſe office it is to 
ſupply ladies wich humble ſervants of 
this kind, chat none of them would re- 
commend him; even his old landlady de- 
ſerted him. So that he was obliged to con- 
deſcend to the office of a bully at one of 


the Bagnio s, and remain. d in that ſtate 


for near two years, till the breaking out 
of the late rebellion, when it happened 
to be his good fortune to have pretty ear- 
ly intelligence, from his" relations in 


Scotland, that the young Chevalier was 


landed. He communicated the good news 


to aJacobite lady of diſtinction, with whom 


he had a flight acquaintance, during his 


marriage with the Counteſs. She receiv'd 
the: welcome long-wiſt'd for tidings 


with ſo great joy, that ſhe preſented the 
Captain with a purſe of fifty Guineas,. and 


Save him a general invitation to her 


table, where ſhe treated him with ſo much 


familiarity and complaiſance, that he took 
| ** | courage 
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courage to offer her his Service, The 
motion was accepted, and the Captain has 
ever ſince maintained his place, which 
which may be worth to him, about 


three or four, hundred a year, beſides 


n- 3 the enjoyment of a very fine woman. | 
of = AM an, Sir Jacob, 
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CONTAINING 


1 ; The ſecret Hiſtory and remarkable Adventures 
if | of Francis M, Ef, 
| 


| Dear Baronet, 


I 


Was about ewo Nights ago at the Car- 
Aga's head, in company, amongſt o- 
jj thers, with two of Cupid's galley-ſlaves, by 
F name Frank M—=y, and 7— C——ab, 
of whoſe hiſtory I intend ſhall furniſh out 
A your entertainment for a poſt or two. 
. We had drunk pretty ſmartly, aud our 
brace of 1riſh men became very troubleſome 
= and 
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and waſpiſh, making a damn'd pother a- 
bout their birth, and the antiquity of their 
reſpective families, As all the reſt of 


the company were in perfect good hu- 
mour, and willing to be innocently merry, 
we were heartily vex'd to find our mirth 
ſoured by the impertinence of theſe two 
ſcoundrels. To be reveng'd of them, your 
friend, Fack#/iloughby, and I, whiſper'd one 


another to blow up the diſpute to a down- 


right quarrel, in hopes to have provokꝰ d 
them to exchange a few dry blows, which 


we knew they both deſerv'd. However, our 


frolick took a more ſerious turn, for as 


ſoon as C— ab found that I took his part, 


againſt his antagonil. 9, andi 
Willoughby, he dropt the ſcurrilous noi- 
fy ſtyle, and very honovrably. challeng - 
ed M—y, to the back of Montague-Houſe,, 
and of courſe beg?d the favour of your 
humble ſervant te be his ſecondt I never 


had loſs. ſtomach for fighting in my life, 


eſpecially on ſuch. an honourable affair as 


D's ts; 
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| this; and was ſorry I had brought mat- | | 


ters to that paſs; for as I had permitted 
this puppy all the freedoms of a gentle- 
man, and had publickly taken his part in 
this difpute, I could not without an im- 
putation on my courage, refuſe him the 
compliment of my company on the oc- 
eafion: However, I flatter*d myſelf, that 
I ran no great - riſque, as Willougly, 
the other ſecond,” and I, underſtood one 
another too well to endanger ourſelves in 
ſuch a dirty quarrel, ſo reſolved to permit 
the enraged heroes to draw a little blood 
of each other, and then part them before 


murder enſued. 1 carried my friend 

Cab home with me to my apartment, L 4 
þ that we might get both together to our 
A "appointment betimes i in the morning; but . | 
F : as * the night was far ſpent before; we left 1 
I the tavern, neither of us inclined to & | 1 
4 to bed, but ſat up over a bottle; and io 
F} "Pals: away the time, I begg*d of Cab to 
A tell me as much of M— Ys hiſtory 4 
E! as he knew, fince they were country.men, 
| | and 
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and, till, of late, very intimate acquaintance: 


C— ab very readily complied ; and 1 


near as 1 can remem- 
ty) gie, it you, as near n, remem 


ber in his own words, I have, no reaſon 


to doub bt "the, truth, of any part of it, 


ſince a great many of the incidents fell 


9 21 4 4. 


within my own knowledge, and the reſt 
I have had from other hands, with very 


14 $i 


little variation from C ab-, account. 


hho ear the ſcoundrel ! fays b, 
tis doing bim too much honour to ſpeak 
of him, or any way to treat him like a 
gentleman 3 nor would 1 have put myſelf 
upon a level! with him by a challenge, 
were it not that his impudence has puſh- 
ed him into the acquaintance of ſome 
gentlemen of figure, who might have 


thought meanly of me, had 1 permitted 


{Tz 


the raſcal to fake liberties with my name 
without reſenting it itz for you muſt know, 
Sir, that the fellow, notwithſtanding all 
his boaſts of birth and family, is no more 
than the ſon of a poor farmer in the 
, who lived i in 1 a cabbin, 
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it would be no great difficalry to jump 
over ; and 7: dare ſwear the honeſt man his 
father does not eat meat above once A year, 
but live, both he and his brats, ' upon no- 
thing but butt: r- milk and potatoes, 

This Frank | is the eldeſt ſon of this ho- 
nourable family, and lived with his father, 
running about bare-footed and bare-legged, 

till he was about twelve or thirteen years 
of age, when a gentleman belonging to the 
rrealury i in. Trelaud, going down one day 
into the country, an accident happened to 
one of his horſes near the farmer? $ houſe, 
Mr. L-—t . —, for that was the 
gentleman? s name, went into the cabbin to 
Wait till he could ſend to the next village 
for a freſh horſe. There he faw about 
half a dozen boys and girls, naked as they 
_ were. born, tumbling among the aſhes, 
roalting portes in the embers, and eat- 
ing them like ſo many Pigs. This gentle- 
man, naturally good natured, and com- 
paſſionate, Kindly aſked the. farmer ſome 
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queſtions relating to his circumſtances, and 
the 
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the means he had to ſupport ſo numerous 
a family ; the honeſt farmer gave him a 
very ingenious and. modeſt” account of his 
affairs, which induced Mr. . to 
make him a preſent of a couple of guineas, 
and to deſire him to ſend up his eldeſt 
boy to Dublin, in about a weeks time, and 


that he would provide for him in his family. 


The farmer, with tears of joy, thanked: 


his generous benefactor, and according to 


his deſire, ent Frank up to Dublin, at the 
time appointed. 


The boy had a good ſmart open coun- 
tenance, and did not want for a natural af 


furance, which, in one of his years, was 


taking enough, and recommended him to 
the good graces of Mrs. Gr, who had 
a genteel' livery made for him, and ap- 
pointed him to wait eonſtantly upon her- 
ſelf. He could neither write nor read at 
this time 3 but young 6 likewiſe 


_ taking a fancy to him, his tutor and lan- 
Suage maſters were directed now and then 


0 [rim alittle time upon Frant, whoſe 


genius; | 
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genius ſoon out-{tripped' young 6 „, 
and in two or three years he had acquired 
a very ſine hand, could ſpeak and read 
engliſh. perfectly, and had ſome . ſmall 
ſmattering of latin. To do him juſtice, 
he applied cloſe, and loſt no opportunity 
to improve himſelf, which recommended 
him ina particular manner to his maſter, who 
thought he ſaw ſomething in him above the 
level of a livery-ſervant, a ſtation out of 
which he very ſoon taiſed him, gave him 
a ſmall place in the treaſury- office, worth 
about forty run a years| and, made him 
His butler. aw 160 bib 1514 
Fran was about A a thus 
SA. and, was looked upon. by, every 
body as in a fair way of becoming a great 
man; as he was in infinitely a better ſtation 
then, his maſter WAS in when at. his age. 
For two or three years, he behaved very 
handſomely. and was reſpected by every 
body in the office, both on account of his 
behaviour, which was modeſt and obliging, 
ad that ha took. a, particular care of bis 
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old parents, allowing them almoſt all the 


income of his place to maintain them, and 
help to educate his younger brothers and 
ſiſters; and though he is my enemy, ſays 
Cab, yet I muſt own, that I believe 
moſt of the misfortunes that have ſince 
happened to him, took their firſt riſe, 
from an exceſs of generoſity towards his 
poor relations, and the pride that he took 
to make all of them appear above what 
they were. For as his brothers and ſiſters 
grew up, he would not permit them to go 
to ſervice, but ſent them for education to 
Wicklow ; which, with the decent appear- 
ance he was obliged to make himſelf, 
was too great an expence for his income, 
eſpecially, when on a promotion in the 
treaſury, he accepted ofa place (in exchange 
for that he formerly had, and his butler- 
ſhip) worth only about ſeventy pounds; 
whereas his ſalary, wages, and perquiſites 
in Mr. G——s Family, was better than 
a hundred and twenty. But this promo- 
tion put him on the footing of a gentle · 
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man, and raiſed him from the character 


of a menial fervanty a point. which flat- 


derec his pride, at the fame time that it 
reduced him to very ftrait circumſtances, 


that is, confidering the burthen he had: 


upon him of his father, and other poor 
#lations. But, whether it was pride, or 
natural affection, or both, he could not be 
perſusded to leſſen their allowance, though 
Be knew he could: not ſupport it by any 
Honeſt means. He ran in debt for a year 


or two, and by that means kept his affairs 
From ſinking; bot, at laſt, his eredit be- 
gan to fail, duns become troubleſome, 
and he was unhappily tempted to make 
uſe of a paſs key to ſome caſh which Mr. 

6 kept in his office. Several ſmall 
fums were miſſed out of the drawer, but 
as Mr. Gm r kept che key himſelf, he 
did not know whom to ſuſpect, and was 
rather inclinable to believe he had made 


fome miſtake in reckoning his money. 
For once or twice that thought ſatisfied 


kim, as tõ the deficiencies he found; but 


as: 
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28 they happened almoſt every week, he 
could not entertain ſo mean an opinion of 
his own onderſtanding, as to conclude that 
he could be fo often miſtaken in the tale 
of money, a buſineſs he had been all his 
life engaged in, and reckoned a very 


expett and exact accomptant. This made 


kim caft about very narrowly in his ows 
mind to find our on whom to fix the ſuf- 
picion of the theft, and in ſpight of the 
prejudice he tad'in favoar ef Trum M—y, 


eircutnftances rendered ir moſt probable = 


that he was the gulty perſon;'bur this was 
only a probability, and ſo far from 4. 
mounting to a proof; thar he thought it 
would be impradent ſo much as to whiſper 
his ſuſpicion. He concealed his loſſes ſur 
that time, and marked all the money pri- 
vately which he put into that drawer. 
In about a fortnight after, he miſſed about 
thirty pounds of his mark*d money. That 
very day he invited- Frank M—y to dine 
with bio ; after dinner Mr. Gardener was 

_ called 
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called ot by his on. 5 — but re- 
turned i in a few. Minutes, and asked | Frank 
if he could give bim ſpecie. for a twenty 
pound note of Ben Burtow? $?.( the banker 
in Dublin) Frank faid he could, and im- 
mediately told. gut the money, amongſt 
which there happened to be a French 


piſtole with 6. 8. private mark upon 


it. Mr. Gr, pocketed the money 


without taking, any notice, and went out 
as if to pay ĩt away, and returned again to 
fiſh the bottle. They parted in about 
half an hour, and Frank went to the office, 
where he had not been above an. — 4 
when Mr. 41 attended with the 
lord chief juſtice's iſ. entered: his 
office; and took him-intojcuſtady,, on ſul. 
pieion of felony, after arching his office 
and pockets. for ſome more of the mark*d 
Pan but none were -fognd. : "FEM 

The Priſoner was committed to Newgate, 
and Mr. G+—r ſwearing poſitively tothe 
piſtole, the grand j.iry.. found the bill, and 
Mr. 1.9 was ordered to take his trial. 
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By great good fortune, he had by 1 ſome 
means, made one of the moſt eminent and 
cunning counſellors in the kingdom his 
friend. To this gentleman Frank applies in 
his diſtreſs, and fairly owns the fact, begging 
him for God's fake to contrive ſome means 
to ſave him, either by the law, or by 
ſome intereſt with the proſecutor. As to the 
laſt, there was little hope, fince the! ob- 
ligations under which M——y lay to Mr. 
r were ſo many, and fo extraordi- 
nary, the crime of robbing him was too 
much agravated to expect mercy, and it 
was no eaſy matter to find out a Law: 
quirk to over-turn the plain evidence of a 
man of the proſecutor's rank and character. 
But what is it the devil and a lawyer” carts 
not do? The private mark | on the money 
was known by Mr. Gs. evidence 
before the grand jury, and it was of that 
nature, it was no difficult matter to imitate 
It. My council ordered about 4 
dozen french piſtoles to be got, and mark*d 
in the fame manner, and as ſoon as he had 

them, 
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them, went boldly to tryal, directed 


his client to plead not guilty; and ſpread 


a. great clamour about the city, that a 
young fellows character, hitherto not only 
irreproachable, but remarkably amiable, 
ſhould be ftained on the bare preſumption 
ariſing from an accidental ſcratch upon a 
piece of money, which they gave out, before 


die tryal, could be proved he had received 


in change from a butcher in Ormond Mar- 

ket, a perſon who could not be ſuppoſed 

guilty of robbing the treaſury, 
After the priſoner was arraigr*, the jury 


fo and the inditment. pleaded to, 


when Mr. Gi the proſecutor came 
upon the table to give his evidence, the 


council for 4 deſired to have a ſight 
of the mark*d piece of money, which Mr. 


G——r jſt then produced in court 5 it 
was handed him, he looked at it very nar- 
rowly, and then opened his other hand in 
which he had about a dozen of piſtoles, 
and put it in amongſt them then jambling 
them together, you ſce, fir, ſays he, your 
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marked piece is certainly among theſe 
pieces: if you take it out from them, and 
ſwear to its being yours, A ſhall drop 4 


took the piſtoles and looking at them, 10 
he could not ſwear to the particular one he 
had juſt ſhewn the court, but he could 
ſwear that all of them had his mark z bur 
will you ſwear, replied the other, that all 
of them were yours, and ſtole out of your 
drawer in the treaſury ? The evidence 
demurred as to that, and they were ob- 
liged to drop the proſecution : Mr. G—7r 


had the laugh of the whole town againſt 


him, and had like to have been brought 
to further trouble about it; for Mr. 
M——y had the impudence to move for 
a copy of the indictment, but the court 
who ſaw-that he was acquitted merely by 
the addreſs of his council, refuſcd it, only 
recommended it to Mr. Gr to con- 
tinue him in the office till ſomething could 
be proved againſt him, 


He 
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| He Was diſcharged from the bar; but | 
] the whole town concluded him guilty ; 
every body of reputation ſhunned his 
company, and he found himſelf fo uneaſy 
in his office, that he petitioned Mr. G—r 
for leave to ſell out, which was eaſily 
granted him, as that gentleman was very 
glad to be rid of a man whom he could 
not truſt. 

He diſpoſed of his Place for five hund- 
red pounds, and with ! it ſet out for London, 
in hopes to pick up a fortune before that 
i money was ſpent. He has a genteel ad- 
dreſs, and by. the help of impudence, 
and "good. cloaths, puſhed himſelf into 
polite company, and had for the ſirſt year 
or two pretty good ſucceſs at play; which 
enabled him to ſupport the appearance 
of a gentleman z but a run of ill-luck ; 
þ over-taking, him about three years ago, 
he was reduced ſo very low as to be- 4 
come bully to a bawdy-houſe, and live 
upon the girls he himſelf had formerly 


contributed to maintain, 


When 
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When at the loweſt pitch of neceſſity, 
he got acquainted! with one jack Kenedy, 
who was kept by Mrs. N, of St. Fames's 
reet, a very gay tho? ſuperanuated widow 


lady. Keneiy was a very ſhallow fellow, 
and had nothing to recommend him, but 


mere vigour, and bulk of natural parts: 
he had ſcarce letters enough to write his 
'own name, and was no better qualified 
than a porter; however, it ſeems the 
widow put up with him on account of 
ſome ſecret charm ſhe found in him, 


and gave him a very handſome allowance. 
M——y found his weak ſide, and lived 
upon him for near half a year; and then, 
by his means, was introduced to the widow, 
in a party of pleaſure, at the Bowling: green 
Houſe at Putney, when M——y play'd his 
part ſo well, as, by telling lies of his 
friend, and giving the widow demonſtra- 
tions that he was every way as good a man 
as the other, and much more of the fine 
gentleman, to get the poor fellow diſcarded, 
and now ſupplies his place; and had more- 


y over, 
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over, 6 little generolity, that in return of 


favours received, he permitted the poor 
- wretch to periſh for want in the debtor's- 


ſide of Newgate, though twenty , pounds 
would have ſet him at. liberty, and that 


not the tenth part of the ſum the other 


had ſquandered upon him, when Kenedy 
was in proſperity. But now- he flaunts it 
away, and is likely to marry a girl with 


fifteen thoufand pounds fortune; but I 
hope to-morrow morning to ſpoil the 


match, by ſending his ungrateful ſoul to 


to the devil. 


This piece of hiſtory, with ths other 


chat, paſſed away the time till the hour 
appointed, when we all met at that fa- 


mous ſtage of honour, the back of Mon- 
tague houſe. Our heroes were at it in 
two minutes, and I believe if we had 
not interpoſed, the rogues would have 
murdered one another in down - right ear- 


neſt, for neither of them wanted a kind 


of brutal cut · throat courage; however, 
after they were each ſlightly wounded, 


we 
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we interpoſed and patched up. the quarrel, 
not out of any regard to them, for if they 
had pink'd one another's ſouls, Willoughby 
and I ſhould only have laughꝰd at irs but 
we did not care to be plagued with the 
trouble that might follow the death of 
either of them in our company. Jack 
I find has got the Counter-part of this 
hiſtory. from M——y; which I be- 
lieve 1 ſhall ſend by next poſt. Dear 
” Sir Jacob, I kiſs Miſs Arabella's Hands, 
and am, 


1 Zour moſt, obedient bumble Servant, 
T. H. 


. LET. 
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To 


Sir JACOB ARNOLD, Bart. 
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CONTAINING, 


The H. Eil and Adventures * Jack 
year pat] kept by L B—#***++ 


Dear Sir Jacob, 


| ons ſend you you the hiſtory of C—ab, 
as taken from M——y, the night be- 
fore the intended engagement; you may 
look upon it as the words of a dying man, 
who is charitably ſuppoſed never to tell a 
lye on theſe folemn occaſions. . 

| 4 _ As 


— 
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As I am to be the biographer of the ho- 
nourable Mr. Jobn (ah, pray allow 


me to deſire that you would 8 Frank 
M-— y ſpeaking, which may prevent 
be ſaid, and ſays be, and other repetitions 


which I hate. To begin then without any 
further preamble.  * 
That dirty ſcoundrel, ſays M—y, who hit 


_ challenged me to fight him, is the arranteſt 
raſcal this night + in the kingdom; its 


owing to him, and ſuch like vagabonds, 
that our country lies under ſo much ſcandal, 
that it is almoſt a reproach for a gen- 
tleman to be born in Ireland; but 
thank God we are not all alike. This 
fellow, who laſt night had the impudence 


to put himſelf on a footing with me and 


my family, is a downright plebeian, and 
his name famouſly infamous all over the 
kingdom, for a parcel of out-law?d, thiev- 
ing ' Reparees. There are more of that 
name bang d. in one year, for the groſſeſt 
| ' 7 | crimes 
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crimes, than of all other names 950 to- 
gether. 
| Ne is himſelf indeed mend the top 
1 of his ſcoundrel clan. His Aabere is a ſub- 
ſtantial clothier in that part of Dublin, 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Earl of 
Meath*s liberty; but though the father had 
ſubſtance enough to have given his booby 
ſon a very genteel education; yet the rogue 
began ſo early to be remarkably vicious, 
that all inſtructions were thrown away 
upon him. He was amongſt the mot 
miſchievous of that gang, call'd the cavan 
bail, a ſet of impudent thieves, like 
thoſe that formely frequented bite. Fryars 
and the Mint. He was in all the quarrels 
between the Ormond and Liberty-Boys , 
and has ſcarce a limb in his body that 
-has not been broke in the Sunday-ſkir- 
-miſhes on Ormantoun-Green. Before he 
was fifteen years of age, he was in all the 
Jails in Dublin for ſome fort of wicked- 
neſs or other. But being an only child, 


| his parents doated on him, and hoped 
| | that 
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that a'few years would reclaim him from 
thoſe wild follies of youth : But they were 
greatly miſtaken z for as he grew up, his 
unluckineſs degenerated into downright 
wickedneſs; and the company he kept 
when a boy, gave him a habit of all man- 
ner of vice, which neither wants, misfor- 
tunes, puniſhments, or infamy, have ever 
ſince been able to cure him of. 
His father and mother died when he 
was turned of one and twenty, and left 
him poſſeſſed of a little eſtate in houſes, 
and four thouſand pounds ready money, 
with plate, furniture, and implements of 
trade, worth at leaſt a thouſand more. 

Iſ. Fack had been poſſeſſed of the leaſt 
ſpark of diſcretion, he might, in that 
country, have liv*d very genteely upon the 
intereſt of his money, which is there ſix per 
cent; but he ſeemed in a hurry to ride poſt 
to the devil and deſtruction; and fell into 
all poſſible extravagance: drank, gam'ds 
and whor'd to exceſs; and in two years 
time, ſaw himſelf ſtrip'd of all his father 
| E 3 had 
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had been ng together for half 2 
century. Ji 
As he got acquainted with all che young 
W in Dublin, he endeavoured to turn 
that acquaintance to ſome advantage, by 
ſpunging and ſharping upon ſuch un- 
thinking unexperienced creatures as fell in 
his way. He could cog a dye, and ſhuffle 
and pack cards with any man in Ireland; 
but his favourite game, and chief ſupport, 
was back - gamon, of which he was allowed 
to be the firſt player in Dublin. Many 
thouſands have been Joſt and won upon 
his head, at Lucas's coffee-houſe, at that 
game, and if he had been prudent and 
honeſt, he might by that alone have ſup- 
ported himſelf genteely. But he was na- 
 turally a ſharper, and could not help play- 
ing tricks for the blood of him. 
A Londoner came over to Dublin, the 
laſt year the duke of Devonſhire was Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland; who challenged the 
whole kingdom at back-gamon. He was 
indeed an excellent hand, but, in point of 


"0 play, 
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play, C ab had at leaſt five to four 
the advantage of him. A match was 


made between this gentleman and Mr. 


.C 3 wherein moſt lovers of the 


Play in town were concerned, either on 


one ſide or Oother, and ſeveral thouſands 
depended on the iffue; but none was fo 
deeply engaged as a g-ntleman who was 
C- ab's chief ſupport ſince he had run 
out his own fortune. That gentleman laying 
on his ſide, encouraged a great many 
others to do the ſame; for none could 
believe C—2b would be ſuch a raſcal, as 
to put the ſharp upon his bene factor. But 
they were all taken in: for, for the fake 
of a louſy bribe of five guineas, and his 


own ſtakes, he allow'd the other to beat 


him, when the odds were three to two on 
his fide. The cheat was however. too 
viſible to paſs without notice; C——ab 
was kick*d out of the Coffee-bouſe, eſcap- 
ing very narrowly with his life, and 
was never afterwards admirted into any 
gentleman's company there, 
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He became then truly miſerable, and 
fupported himſelf by all the little low arts 
of black-guard ſharping ; and at laſt, fell 
into the trade of catching wild-geeſe, a 
cant word, for inveigling and enliſting 
men for the ſervice of the French king; 
whom he found means to ſhip off ſe- 
curely, and carried on the trade for above 
a year before he was detected. But when 
he was diſcovered, they had certainly 
made a button of- his head, if it had 
not been for the intereſt of a relation of 
his mother's, then Lord mayor of Dublin, 
who ſaved him, and got him a tide-waiter's 
place, ſome where upon the coaſt near 
Drogheda: Which, however, he did not 
keep long, being detected in conniving 
at, and going halves with the ſmugglers; 
for which he was broke, in leſs than a 
twelve- month. 

When deprived of this ſupport, he 
returned to his old trade of fharping, 
but ſome of his acquaintance being taken 
up, on ſuſpicion of ſome practices on the 

coin 
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| coin, Mr. C abb thought proper to 
, march off the premiſſes, got on board 
* a ſhip bound for Chefter, and landed 
at Parkgate, with ſcarce a coat to his 
back, and but one ſolitary moidore 

in his pocket, after he had * his paſ- 
ſage. ; | 
This ſum was too little, as he thought, 
do carry him to London; eſpecially, as he 
{ delired to appear there as a gentleman 
of family and diſtinction. He knew the 
firſt impreſſions, if diſadvantageous, are 
not eaſily worn off, therefore he wanted 
of all things to make a good appearance; 

but, hic labor, hoc opus. — It was no eaſy 
matter to find a recruit in a ſtrange 
country : yet he truſted moſt in his being 

a ſtranger 3 and on his meeting with no 
body — knew him, he N all his 

hopes. 

He put up at Parkgate, at the inn moſt 
frequented in the place, and found there 
ſeveral gentlemen waiting for a fair wind 
to carry them to Dublin. Though his dreſs 

E 5 Was 
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was a little ſhabby, yet as his air and mien 
were tolerably genteel, his coming from 
on board a ſhip. was looked upon as a ſuf- 
ficient apology; in ſhort, he introduced 
himſelf boldly, and was very well received 
by the company, who, in a little dirty place, 
were glad to find any thing in the ſhape 
of a gentleman to converſc with. But its 
needleſs to make a long preamble about 
nothing: Fack found ways to engage them 
at play, and by that means, tofurniſh him- 
ſelf with about thirty guineas of their mo- 
ney, and did it too in ſuch a dextrous 
manner, that he was not ſo much as ſuſ- 
pected of fraud; for though he pack*d the 
cards, it being whiſt they were playing 
at, yet he never pack'd them remarkably 
into his own hands, but into that of his 
partner, who being one of themſelves, and 
not in the ſecret of the cauſe of his oun 
good fortune, ſav'd C- ab from the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of any thing unfair. Having 
thus made his market in about twenty- 
ſour hours, after his firſt landing, he im- 


mediately 
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mediately left Parkgate, and came for Cheſ- 
ter, where he fitted himſelf out decently for - 
his journey, and it was there I firſt ſaw him 
in England, having gone down at that time 
to ſee an acquaintance ſo far on his way, to 
take poſſeſſion of an eſtate that had fallen 
to him in the iſle of Angleſea, 

I met him at an inn in Cheſter, and we 
travelled together to London, when he told 
me frankly his diſtreſs at Parkgate, and 

the method he had taken to recruit him- 

ſelf. By my means he became acquainted. 

* with pretty good company, and by: his 
addreſs at play, eſpecially at back-gam- 
mon, he lived very genteely; but for his 
life, never could ſorbear ſharping as oſten 
as he had it in his power, which at length 
made me cautious of introducing - him 
into company, where he had an oppor- 
tuning of play; but by his own induſtry 
he found a ſufficient number of bubbles, 

and in leſs than a twelve- month, I believe 
picked up near two thouſand pounds. 
Since he came here, he is grown mighty 
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ſaving. When I underſtood he had re- 
alized fo much money, I adviſed him to 
purchaſe a commiſſion in the army, which 
might be a retreat for him in caſe of a 
run of illlacky which I knew by expe- 
rience, ought to be carefully guarded a- 
gainſt, even by the moſt. fortunate. He 
took my advice ſo far as to lay himſelf 
out to ſollicit it; but determined to get it 
as cheap as poſſible; and an opportunity 
ſoon offered to forward his deſign. In 
frequenting, upon this occaſion, the 7/- 
yard coftee-houſe, he got acquainted with 
a half-pay lieutenant of marines, who had 
a ſtrong itch of play, without any one 
qualification for it; however he had a high 
conceit of his own talents, and fancied he 
had cunning enough to outwit moſt people. 
He had learnt ſome of the common fharp- 
ing tricks in the Męſt. Indies, but executed 
them fo clumfily, a meer novice might 
have detected him; but upon the ſtrength 
of this ſuperficial knowledge, he thought 
himſelf a match for any man, and was in 
no fear of being taken in. Fack 
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Jack C— 9b in two or three days learn- 
ed the trim of him perfectly: ſaw he had 
all the inclination in the world to be a 
ſharper, and therefore thought it no ſin 
to ſet him down for a bubble. They be- 
came mighty intimate, and made frequent 
parties at play, in moſt of which Jack 
permitted the officer to trick him, till he 
loſt to him near two hundred pounds. 
By this means he confirmed his bubble in 
the opinion of his own abilities, and paſs'd 
himſelf upon him for a meer novice at 
play. But it was time to change the tables, 
in two nights he recovered all his own 
money, with as much ready caſh 
as the poor lieutenant was maſter of, 
and then lent him about as much more on 


his bond, which he won back from him 


the ſame day the bond was executed ; and 


the moment it was due, ſued out an exe- 
cation, and clapt his bubble into a ſpung- 
ing houſe, out of which he did not releaſe 
him till, for the advance of fifty pounds 


more 
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more, he prevailed on the poor wretch to 
ſell him his half. pay; which thus, in re- 
ality, coſt him but fifty pounds. 

He now wanted to purchaſe a company, 
and employed one C gh, a place broker, 
to find him one. It was juſt at the break- 
ing out of the war with France, when the 
petite maitres and their mammas began to 
think trenches and gun-powder great ene- 


mies to a complexion, and on that ſcore, 


commiſſions were not unconſcionably dear, 
nor difficult to be come at. The agent 
C-——ty ſoon heard of one to be dil. 
poſed of, then in the poſſeſſion of a little 
powder monkey, ſecond fon to lady B****, 
and acquainted C— ab with the news, 
Fhe terms were not exorbitant, yet Mr. 
Cab, underſtanding that it was the 
Lady'B***** who had the diſpoſal 
of it for her Son, who was ill of an 
ague at Ghent, he fancied he might have 
rhetorick enough to beat down ſome part 
of the price, if he commun'd with her in 


perſon. The agent having ſecured his 


Own 
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own perquiſite, ſoon introduced Mr. CHa 
to the lady, and left them together to ſettle 
the articles, which they adjuſted: in two 
or three viſits, and meaſures were taken 
to get the exchange ratified above. This 
took up ſome time, and created frequent 
opportunities of viſits and cloſet conver- 
ſations between lady B Y, * the 
would-bz captain. 4 
This Lady had employ'd, i in Bis ne- 
ceſſary affairs of her bed- chamber, a luſty 
young fellow, who had the title of 
her ladyſhip's chaplain; but whether 
the ſon of Levi grew remiſs in his private 
exerciſes with her ladyſhip, or that the 
caprice of change ſeized her, it is im- 
poſſible to ſay; but, about this time, the 
reverend gentleman was diſpatched to a 
ſmall living in the country, and his Ger 
occupation was ſupplied by Mr. C ab, 
by which means he got the captain's com - 
miſſion, without its coſting him a ſhilling: 
He did not, however, keep it above three 
months of the dead of winter; for all 
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officer) being ordered early in the ſpring 
to their reſpective regiments; the mean 
ſpirited raſcal preferred the drudgery of 
an old woman, to the ſervice of his-king 
and country, and by her intereſt got vs 
to ſell out, and received for it thirteen 
hundred pounds. 

She allows him five hundred pounds a 
year, ſettled falary, beſides ſupernumery 
perquiſites, on ſome ſond occaſions. I be- 
lieve he faves every ſhilling of it, for his 


play is much more than ſufficient to main- 


tain him at the rate he lives. 

This, dear Tom, is the hiſtory of Fack 
C— ah; Iam glad I have done with it; 
Willoughby ſends his compliments to his 
worthy friend Sir Jacob: He ſays, pox 
on your hounds and your farming, I 
* wonder a fellow of his ſpirit can bury 
s himſelf amongſt the old ruins of his 
« anceſtors before he is half dead. It 
* would have been time enough to have re- 
tired to woods and launs, and purling 
I ſtreams, the hooting of ow!s, and the 

© cawing; 


of Captain'C =—cah 89 
* cawing of roots, when he had no taſte for 
© any other enjoyment z but, may gouts, and 
* cramps, and ſciaticas torture his limbs, and: 
* all the ghoſts that ever his nurſe dreamt 
* of, haunt his imagination, till he returns 
© to his friends, and his once dear London.“ 


1 am, &c. 
T. N 
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„LIE T T ERM VI 


To the SAME. 


| CONTAINING 
It Toe” Adventures of Captain Alexander 
| Be. 
Ii 
i 
ql Dear Baronet. 
11 'HE hero of this day was born at 
"1 Boſton in New- England: He is ſon to a 
1 gentleman once a wealthy planter and mer- 
chant in that province, and for ſome years 
= 


ſpeaker of the aſſembly, and member of 


his majeſty's council there. This Alexander 
was the hopeful heir of his family, and 


bred up in his early years to the buſineſs 


| of the compting-houſe. But that employ 
| did not ſuit his volatile genius, nor did 
1! the 
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the - ſtiff, affected, formal manners of 
the Boſton people agree with his diſpoſiti- 
on, Hs found himſelf inclinable to in- 
dulge in all the pleaſures of women 
and wine, in ſpite: of the pious and 
frequent remonſirances of | the. ſaints in 
that part of the world. Lack 
His father ſaw early into. \ bi difpaſition, 
an for that reaſon, though his circum- 
ſtances enabled him, and his inclinations 
would have led him, to give his eldeſt fon 
an European education, yet he rather choſe 
to keep him at home, than riſque the 
confirming him in thoſe habits of vice 


and Jlibertiniſm, which he knew would be 


the conſequence of permitting him to 
breath the air of, London, and: Old Ex- 
land, | F os 


When Alexander was turned of nine- 


teen, he took a violent inclination to 
travel, and ſee the world, as he called it; 
but the careful father would by no means 
ſuffer him out of his ſight: He bore the 

reſtraint 
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reſtraint” till he was of age, but then 
happening to become acquainted with 
a young captain of a ſhip from London, 


who gave him a very pompous and alluring 
deſcription of this metropolis z he found 


means to rob his father of about five hun- 
dred guineas, and ſhipp'd himſelf off 


with his favourite Companion the * 
tain. 


The honeſt ;hdoftrious merchant was 


in great concern about his ſon, and dread- 
ed the voyage would not end very happi- 


ly, which was begun with ſuch an ungra- 


cious trick, However, the father's re- 


flections did not damp the ſon's joy on 


finding himſelf his own maſter, and poſ- 


ſeſſed of more money than ever he could 


before call his own. 


Our adventurer had a very good paſ- 
fage. Neither ſtorms, nor any other ac- 


_ cident interpoſed, to puniſh at this time, 


his undutiful and diſhoneſt proceedings. 
* arrived ſafe in London, every day pro- 
duced 
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duced ſomething new to delight him, and 
excite his admiration. But nothing ſo ex- 
ceflively charmed him, as the free and af- 
fable converſation of the ladies, ſo diffe- 
rent from the cant and preciſe behaviour 
of the women of Boſton. | 

His friend, the Captain, introduced 
him into the moſt polite houſes of enter- 
tainment and pleaſure about Vapping. 
and ſome other parts of the city; and 
gave him all the neceffary cautions to 
guard againſt the ſnares of ſharpers, and 
the tricks of the perambulating ladies 
towards the court end of the town, where 
his acquaintance did not reach. They 
kept together for a week or - ſo, till the 
ſhip began to unload, and then buſineſs 
obliged the Captain to leave Mr. B- ce 

{ to his own management, who now thought 
© himſelf too wiſe to be made a cull. 
off, | 

He was one night going hn to his 
lodgings, about ten or eleven o'clock, and 
was accoſted in the Strand by one of thoſe 

bblig- 


94 The Adventures 
obliging creatures, who ply bee for the 


comfort of ſtray ſinners. Our Creolian 


had not the grace to withſtand the temp- 
tation, and as he was an entire ſtranger 


in this pious quarter of the world, he al- 


lowed his fair conductreſs to lead him to 


one of thoſe houſcs of dark delight, ſitua- 


ted near &. Martin's church, making 
good the old proverb, the nearer the 
church, the farther from, &c. 

On their entrance into this enchanted 


caſtle, they Were ſhewed a fair apart - 


ment, furniſned with every convenience 
they might want, and Mr. B —- ce gene- 
rouſly called for a crown bowl of rack 


punch, which they . drank, while the 
damſel ſhewed him all the tricks of her 


profeſſion,” He was enamour*d with her 


free way, which exceeded all he had yet 
ſeen; and, beſides, her perſon was very 


engaging, as ſhe had a fairer, plumper, 


and clearer ſkin, and finer linnen, than 
any of the ladies who inhabit the purlieus 
of Wapping, and that way. He took a 


whet 
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whet to ſtay his ſtomach, and then be- 
ſpoke a brace of broil'd chickens, with 
truffles and morels for ſupper. The 


damſel ſoon found that he was a novice, 
and quickly determined to take the mea- 
ſure of his foot. She plied him with 
liquor very ſmartly, for ſhe could hold a 


| pretty good tug with any man at the 
8 bottle, and then prevaiPd on her cull to 


te take up his lodging with her all night; 
but pretended the houſe they were in 
ed would be ſcandalis'd at their lying there, 
and that ſhe would carry him to her own 
ce |, lodgings, which were very private; he a- 
ce. greed to the motion, and though ſcarce 
ck able to ſtand, made ſhift to ſtagger along 
he WM with her, to a dirty hole in one of the ca- 
er ribbee iflands about Round. court. 
Ver | They ſtripp'd and went to bed, but, 
vet alas! the poor man was no. ſooner un- 


r7 dreſt, than, like Sullen, he flounc'd into 

de, like a dead ſalmon; ſpoil'd the oeco- 
nomy of the bed-cloaths, and forthwith 
Lang the n nymph a voluntary 


On 
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-on that tuneful inſtrument his noſe. She let 
bim alone for about an hour, till he was 
as ſound as a roach, and then made free 
with his pockets, where ſhe found all the 
remains of his father's five hundred 
pounds, which he had that very day, for 
the convenience of carriage, converted 
"moſtly into bank notes, which he had 
all about him. She did not expect ſuch 
A booty, and ſo had not let her landlady 
into the ſecret of her deſign, but on 
viewing the notes, ſhe dreſſed herſelf, and 
went down to hold a council, what was 
to be done to conceal the robbery, it be- 
ing too conſiderable to ſuppoſe that or- 
Cinary methods would fave them from a 
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deliberations Was, to get ſame vet 
ſtraw, and other rubbiſh, which they i 
i" cram'd into the chimney of the room «| 
ö | where the bubble lay, and to which theß 
11 fer fire. It ſoon made a great ſmoak, and 
[ a ſmell of ſoot all over the neighbour- 
| | . and a cry of fire was raiſed by the 
[| cunning 
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cunning incendaries. The nymph left 


the room in her ſmock, and when the 
neighbours ran in, eried out, that the room 
up two pair of ſtairs was on fire, and a gen- 
tleman in it would be burnt, or ſuffoca- 
ted. The watch and the neighbours ran up 
— found the room full of ſmoak, and 
with difficulty hauPd the ſleeping Creolian 
out of bed. However, fear of death, 

and the ſudden ſurprize, ſoon awaked 
and ſober*d him, and he ran down ſtairs 
as faſt as he. could in his ſhirt. The 
darkneſs of the night made every body 
imagine the danger greater than it was, 
Some of the neighbours began to move 
their goods, and amongſt the reſt the 
people of this honeſt houſe -carried off 
theirs, and in the confuſion took along 
with them Mr. B —--— e's cloaths, As 
in the firſt fright he had run out into the 
ſtreet, and had been joſtled to and fro 
for ſome time by the croud, he did not 
at laſt know what houſe he came out of, 


PF Nat nor 
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nor could for his life recol lect how he 
came there. ; 
| As he ſaw every * carrying off their 
effects as faſt as they could, he bethough 
himſelf of his cloaths, but eſpecially his 
breeches, and pocket book, wherein lay his 
treaſure, he attempted to get into the houſe 
_ neareſt him; believing thay to be the 


„ 


a ſurly old woman, Joaded with a fearher, 
bed, who aſked where he was going? 
« Pm going. ſays he, up to the room 
6c I lay in, to get my cloaths.** bat the 
devil, ſays ſhe, is the fellow crazy! I have 
no men-lodgers in my houſe; which was in- 
deed true, for he had ſtumbled on the 
wrong one. Im ſure, ſays he, its ſome- 
<* where here abouts I came out of, when 
e they cried fire;” No, you rogue, re- 
plied the woman, you know well enovgh 
its not here, but you want to rob us; get 
out of my Wey, villain ; here neighbours, 
here's a fellow will force himſelf into my houſe, 
whether 1 will er nu. The mob hcreupon 

| laid 
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he C laid hold of him, and, 3 as he was, 
| roll him in the kennel, which was ſtopꝰd 
up to ſave water for the engine. He now 


A cried out unmercifully, till one of the 

1 watchmen had ſome compaſſion on him, 

Nis reſcued him from the mob, lent him his 

le great coat to cover him, and aſked him 

he what houſe he belong?d to? but B—ce 

by could give him no account, but that it 
Us was ſomewhere thereabouts, and that he 

*: had been ſrighted out of it by the fares 

"Mm he did not fo much as know what part of 
be the town he was in, and could only re- 

Ve E collect, that he had gone to a tavern near 
Ne a Church, with a woman of the town. As. 
he | the place was not in vizw of the church, 

bor any tavern near at hand, they conclu- 

en ded the fright had turn'd the gentleman's 
e- brains, and carried him to the watch-. 
9h . houſc till morning. 

get The next day, he ſent for his friend 
„, the captain, and told him his diſaſter, 
, adding, that he could ſce no remedy, 
on | ſince all the houſes in the neighbourhood 


N 
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of the this denied having lodged any 
ſuch perſon. He was therefore obliged 
to put up with his loſs, but the difficulty 
was, to get a freſh ſupply of caſh; as 
to cloaths, he had ſeveral ſuits at his lodg- 
ings, but not a ſouſe of money, and his 
friend, the captain, knowing he had in- 
curred the diſpleaſure of the young gen- 
tleman's father, by carrying him off with. 
out his knowledge, refusꝰd to advance him 
a penny. himſelf ; but introduced him to 
ſome of his father's correſpondents, who 
lent him juſt enough for a decent ſupport, 
till they could write to his father, ard 
receive his orders how to act. 

The loſs: of his ill-acquired money, 
and the fright of the fire, kept him pret- 
ty ſober for two or three months, till the 
returns from Neu-England, which were 
not at all agreeable to our adventurer; 
for the old gentleman was ſo exaſperated 
at his behaviour on going away, that he 
took a reſolution to let him bite a little 


of the bridle, and refuſed to ſupply him 
with 
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with one ſhilling, or ever to countenance 
him, unleſs he return'd with the firſt 
ſhip that ſhould fail for the province, 
in which caſe he promiſed him forgive- 
neſs, and the welcome of the prodigal 
ſon. 


His friends here adviſed him to accept 


of his father's gracious offer of pardon, 


and to return home, but he was infatuat- 
ed with his Jove of London, and hated fo 
much the rigid manners of the New-Eng- 
landers, that he Ae refusꝰd to 
return. 

What help'd to ſtrengthen him in this 
reſolution, was an acquaintance he had 
ſcrap'd with a city uſurer, who knew his 
father's circumſtances z that he was an old 
man, and muſt ſoon drop off, and leave 
this hopeful ſon a large fortune. On this 
account he promiſed to lend B 
what money he wanted, on the modeſt 
intereſt of cent, per cent. 

B ce ſoon catch'd at the bait, and 


was ſupplied with plenty of caſh, which 
53 he 
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he ſquandered away with as little judg- 
ment as a drunken ſailor newly return'd 
from a long voyage. His fa her being 
made acquainted with the courſe he led, 
laid a plot to have him trapann'd on board 
a ſhip, in order to his return home; but 
the cunning uſurer ſmelt the deſign, and 
gave his bubble intimation of it the 
morning it .was to have been put in 
execution. The old gentleman was how- 
ever inſorm'd of the means by which 
his fon was let into that ſecret, and re- 
ſolved to be reveng'd on both the uſurer 
and his ungracious rebel: for in his pa- 
ſion he made a will, bequeathing all his 
effects to a younger ſon, and cut his 
hope ful heir off with a ſhilling, Its poſſi- 
ble if he had out- lived the firſt tranſport of 
his paſion, that he might have altered 
this rigorous teſtament, but he chanced 
to take a fever, and was carried off in leſs 
than a fortnight, without making any 
alteration in poor Alexander's favour. 


The 
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The uſurer heard of his death by a 
letter from New York, before any intelli- 
gence, came directly from Boſton; but as 
he heard nothing of the will, his greedy 
hopes prompted him to make as much of 
his bubble as he could. He now enter'd 
into a new bargain. with him, without 
letting him know the news he had heard, 
by which he parchaſed the reverſion of the 
old man's effects for three thouſand 
pounds down, and a full diſcharge of all 
he had advanced. . B — ce, who thought 
himſclf happy to have ſo much money, 
did not care how good a bargain his friend 
had of it, and the uſurer hugg*d himſelf, 
that he had now at leaſt a dozen thouſand 
pounds, for the advance of three: But he 
was ſoon undeceived; for in leſs than a 
week, letters. arrived from the younger 
prother, with an account of the old gen- 
tleman's death, and a copy of his laſt will, 
and orders to his correſpondent to pay 
his brother Alexander the ſhilling be- 
queathed him. 
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When this account came to the ears 
of B — , he was far from being 
ſhock'd, but calmly defired the merchant 
who proffer*d him the ſhilling in pre- 
ſence of a notary public, to carry it to 
Mr. Gripe, to whom alone he ſaid it was 
due. The merchant, for the joke*s-ſake, 
went and made a tender of the ſplendid 


ſhilling to the uſurer, who received the 


news as a criminal does the intimation of 
a dead warrant; and indeed it happened 
to have all the effect of that fatal writ, 


for the poor wretch ſtomach'd the loſs of 
his money ſo much, that as ſoon as the 


unwelcome meſſenger of ſuch bad tidings 


was gone, he clapp*d his ſtrong box up- 
on the top of a table, fix'd a rope to a 
hook in the; roof. af his. cloſer, put the 
nooſe about his neck, and kicking away 
the box with his foot, took a deſperate 
ſwing into the other world, 

Though, in the hands of a man of 
prudence and axconemy,. the three thou- 
ſind — B—ce had ſo lately receiv'd, 

1 


of Captain B—— ce. 105 
might have afforded a decent living, yet it 

did not laſt our rake above a couple of years, 

in which time, he ſpend it every ſhilling, 
without making one man of ſenſe his 
friend, However, he happened to have 

met with a miſtreſs, who had more ge- 
neroſity than moſt of her trade. Her name 

was Poll Gooftree; he had picked her up 

a little before his father's death, and had 

been extravagant in preſents to her; he 
would have loaded her with fine cloaths 

and jewels, but ſhe deſired that ſhe might 

have the money he deſigned for ſuch 

'M things, to lay out according to her own 
fancy; he complied with her humour, 
but ſhe, inſtead of the rich ſtuffs he gave 
her money for, bought ſome flight gen- 
teel thing, and pocketed the reſt of the 
caſh, and by that means, and living every- 
Other way in the moſt frugal manner, 
ſav'd, by the time he was exauſted, near 
twelve hundred pounds in ready mo- 
ney. 


- 


mg” She! 


106 The Adventures 


She concealed her effects for ſome 
months, till he had ſtretched his credit 
to the utmoſt, tried all his friends and ac- 


quaintance in vain, and was reduced to 
the loweſt ebb of poverty. 


When in this ſtate he came to her, and 
told her, that as he could no longer ſup- 
port either her or himſclf, he intended to 
liſt for a ſoldier, go abroad, and get him- 
ſelf knocked on the head. I have tried 
every body, ſays he, I could think of, 
* to raiſe a little money to fit me out in 
« fome decent manner for the Eaſt- Indies, 
& where I have an uncle who I belicve 
& would take care of me, and put me in 
« a way of living; but thoſe I have ſpent 
* hundreds on, now refuſe me a ſhilling ; 
« all the world are cheats and knaves, 
& there is no true friendſhip in it.“ Don't 
ſay all the world, Mr. Bruce, ſaid ſpe, for 
I will ſhow you, that ſome have more gra- 
titude than you expect; I have had a great 
deal of your money; part of which T have 
fav. and am glad I have it for you. With 


this 
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this, ſhe went to her ſcrutore, and told 


him out ſix hundred pounds in gold and 
bank notes. Take this, Sir, ſays ſhe, and 


with it you may not only fit. yourfelf out for 


your voyage, but ſave ſomething to ſettle 


291th when you come there, in caſe your uncle 
ſhould not anſwer your expectations; and if 


you think my company any pleaſure to you, I 
aſſure you 100] follow you to the ulmoft corner 
of the earth, 

Bruce gaz d upon her with tranſport, 
and kiff:d her in raptures of joy. But the 
hurry of grateful acknowledgment being 
over, and a thouſand oaths of love and 


conſtancy ſworn on both ſides, they agreed 


upon ſhipping themſelves off ſor the · Eaſt- 
Indies, by the firſt ſhip the company ſent 
out, and that no temptation might offer 


to ſquander away the money, he left it 


with her till they ſhould have occaſion to 


uſe it, 


As the voyage was fixed upon, Polly, 


would have had him purchaſe ſome 
European commodities z, but he declined 


that 
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that, and told her, it was better to carry 
it in ſpecie; ſhe allowed him to be the 
beſt judge, remained ſatisfied with his de- 
termination, and only bought ſuch cloaths 
as ſhe thought ſuitable to the climate. At 
laſt the time for their departure came; Polh 
pack*d up her goods, and plaited the other 
ſix hundred pounds, of which ſhe had 
rot acquainted him, between the outſide 
and lining of a quilted petticoat, and 
went on board a barge at Black-fryars, 
along, with him, to go to the ſhip, 
which he told her lay off Graveſend. 

He handed her up to the Ship, and ap- 
peared wonderfully tender and officious in 
ſeeing her things ſtowed in proper places. 
But alaſs! what obligations, what ex- 
amples can touch the heart of a thorough 
villain? when all was made ſafe, he car- 
ricd her to the cap: ain. 8 cabbin, where they 
drank flip, into which he had convey'd a 
ſome opium, which threw her into a ſound 
lep, out of which ſhe did not awake till 
next day about ten 0 clock, when che ſhip 

was 
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was a great way out at ſea. She was ſur- 
prized to find herſelf ſtowed on a dirty 
bed, between two cheſts in the ſteerage, 
and no Allecł, as ſhe called him, near 


her; ſhe enquired for him, but was ſoon. 


made to underſtand, that no Mr. Bruce 
was there, and that ſhe was now a ſlave, 


and bound to Virginia. The ſudden ſur. 


prize, and the monſtrous ingratitude of 
the villain who had betrayed her, threw 
her into a fit, aut of which ſome women 
who were indented ſervants for that co- 
lony, recovered her as well as they could, 
and adviſed her to make herſelf eaſy under 
a misfortune which could not now be 
help'd. She told her ſtory, and the cir- 
cumſtances of her giving him the money, 


which he had, the morning they came 


on board, got from her, on pretence 
of lodging it in the captain's hands for 
ſafety, and to procure inſurance 3 which 
mov'd the captain as much as a meer tar, 
and a. dealer in ſlaves, could be moved, or 
touch'd with the miſeries of another; how- 
| ever 
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he made no mention of giving her her 
freedom when ſhe came to Virginia. But 
amidſt all her ſorrow, ſhe had the com. 
fort to know her cheſts were ſafe, and 
that they contained what would procure 
her liberty. But I have already got be- 
yond the length of a court ſermon, and 
muſt bid you adieu, till my next. 


I am, 
Dear Sir Jacob, 
Your moſt obedient, 
. 


of Captain B 
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C11 
To the SAME. 


CONTAINING 


The ſequel of the Adventures of Captain 
Alexander B e. 


Dear ArRnoLD, 
row off in my laſt, when the injur'd 
L Poliy Gooftree had ſatisfied herſelf that 


her money, I mean that part of it which 
ſhe had happily concealed from B——e, 


was ſafe; it is foreign to our purpoſe to 
purſue her ſtory, but, however, as I know 
it impoſſible for one of thy compaſſio- 
nate diſpoſition not to be anxious to 
know what became of her,—T ſhall briefly 
inform you, that ſhe concealed her effects 
till ſhe landed at Fames-Town in Virginia, 


and by the help of her money found a 


Law. 


* 
4 
þ 
'S 

/ 

} ' 


112 The Adventures 


Lawyer, who eſpouſed her cauſe : for 
without that, my friend, juſt as her cauſe 
was, fhe might have gene through a 
tedious ſeven years ſervitude, without the 
leaſt remiſſion; but her gold opened 
the eyes of blind juſtice, procured the 
poor generous girl her liberty, and reco- 
vered conſiderable damages from the 
captain, for taking her away without a 


ſormal atteſted indenture. As ſhe was o- 


bliged to ſtay ſome time in that colony, for 
an opportunity to return to Europe, and 
as her ſtory was very public, that, and 
her perſon, which was truly agreeable, 
as well as her behaviour modeſt and enga- 
ging, gained her many friends, and ſome 


conſiderable offers in the way of marriage: 


for the planters in America are not quite 
ſo ſcrupulous as we are in England. She ac- 
cepted of one of them, an elderly gentle- 


man, of conſiderable intereſt and fortune 


and prov*d a very dutiful wife, brought 


him ſeveral fine children, and lives now 


in the Weſt of England, her huſband be- 


in 8 


8 at. ——— I — EX) 
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ing dead, in great credit and reputation; 
providence ordering it ſo, that what the 
execrable B——ce intended for her ruin, 
ſhould turn out greatly to her advantage: 
But I muſt now return to his part of 
the ſtory. 

As ſoon as he had ſeen ne fairly aſleep 
aboard the ſhip, he ordered what boxes 
| &c. of his own he had put on board to 
carry on the cheat upon her, to be car- 
ried back to ſhore, ſaw the ſhip under 
ſail, and without the leaſt remorſe return- 
ed cooly and calmly to London. As he 
was going to his lodgings, which were 
then ſomewhere "in the Hay-Market, he 
met an old acquaintance who was going 
to the Groom Porters, and who perſua- 
ded him to go with him and try 
his fortune: As fate would have it, he 
agreed to the propoſal, and had the good 
fortune to loſe every ſhilling of his mo- 
ney. You may eaſily gueſs that this loſs 
awakened his conſcience, and gave him 
ſome ſevere twitches for his barbarity to 

4 ; poor 
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Poor Poll Gooftree. In ſhort, he was rea- 
dy to hang himſelf, not knowing how to 
ſubſiſt a week longer, even on credit, 


At laſt, in a fit of deſpair, he went to the 


Tadia-Houſe, and enter'd himſclf for a 
common ſoldier for one of their ſettle. 
ments; and was immediately clapp'd on 
board one of their ſhips, and ſent for 
Bombay. He was ſtationed in the gover- 
nor's company, but did not remain long 
in a private capacity, for as he wrote a 


good hand, and underſtood figures, he 


was employed in the factory, and excuſed 
from duty; and as vacancies fell, which 
happen very often in that unhealthy. cli- 
mate, he was promoted by degrees to the 
rank of a captain, 


What with his pay, and the profits he 
was allow'd to ſhare in of the private 
trade of the factory. he might in a ſ-w 
years have made a large fortune; bit he 
was born under a three- penny pladet; 
for, as ſoon as he ſaw himſelf maſter of 
a couple of thouſand pounds, which 

h might 


1 


* 
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be in three or four years after his arrival 
in that country, the itch of rambling 
ſciz?d him, and he threw up his commiſ- 
ſion, to go in ſearch of his uncle, who 
was ſettled at Canton in China. 

He carried with him all his effects, in that 
country goods; arrived ſafe at Canton, and 
was very well received by his uncle, who 
was in midling circumſtances. But he had 
not been there two months, when he loſt 
at play half of what he was worth, and his 
uncle finding that he had an itch that 


way, would permit him to ſtay there no 
longer, as the natives are both the greateſt 


gameſters, and the greateſt bites on earth, 
He obliged the captain to take in a cargo 
for Europe, made him a genteel preſent, 
though not equal to B-—— ces expecta- 
tions, and had him ſhipp*'d off with the 


firſt veſſel that ſail'd for England. 


His returns from China, when diſpoſed 
of, and all charges. deducted, might yicl4 
him abour' fifteen hundred pounds, which 


did not laſt the captain much above 
two 


—— —— 
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two winters, and then he grew as poor and 


as ſhabby as a ſtarv'd rat. He had learn'd 


abroad all the tricking arts of gaming, 
and on that was obliged to live, till hap- 
pening one evening to be at Vaux- ball, 1 
think the firſt ſeaſon they were opened, 
as he was returning to the water ſide to. 
take boat, after the diverſions of the place 
were over, an elderly gentlewoman beg'd 
of him to help her to a boat, for that ſhe 
had miis*'d of her ſervant, and was afraid 
of being crowded into one too full of peo- 
ple. The captain, too polite to refuſe the 
commands of any thing in petticoats, 
handed the lady to a boat, and made the 
watermen put off without taking in any 
more company. The good lady ſcem'd 
mightily pleas'd with the captain's 
courteſey, and he, to ſhew himſelf tho- 
roughly gallant, would not part with her 
till he ſaw her ſafe home, and ſhe in re- 
turn aſked him to walk in: the houſe was 
a very handſome one, and Mr, B—& 

- ſaw 
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faw a great many gentcel-!ooking ſer- 
vants in It, 

When they were ſeated, and a glaſs of 
wine calPd for, to refrcſh them after the 
air of the water, Captain B—ce began to 
conſider the lady more attentively, and fan- 


cied he ſaw in her ſome charms worth pay- 


ing a civil complement to. In fine, he took 
an occaſion to ſay ſome handſome things 
of the ladies beauty, which he found very 
well receiv'd, and which encouraged him 
to proceed. In a word, Sir Jacob, he 
found the old gentlewoman in the critical 
minute, for all women, young or old, 
have their critical ſeaſons, and nick'd it 
exactly, to the great comfort of her grey- 
hairs ; and perhaps not a little to his own 


latisfaction: for he was very amorous 
and, at that period, very ſharp ſet, as 


his finances probably had not permitted 
him the leaſt indulgence in that ſame re- 


creation for ſometme; fo that *tis thought 


by the learned, he would have made love 
to 
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to any thing with a cap on, even if it was 
no more animated than a barbei's block. 
The conſequence of this adventure was, 
that this reverend gentlewoman, who is 
widow to a man of ſome diſtinction, took 
the captain into keeping, and allowed 
him ſome hundreds a year, I don't exaQ- 
ly know how many : However, here he 
| lived in clover, for about a year and a 
half, when the devil, who certainly owed 
him a pepetual ſpite, laid an unlucky 
temptation in his way, which threw him 
out of the widow's ſervice. 
The affair was this; a daughter of hers, 
a pretty young creature, juſt turned of ſix- 
teen, coming home from the boarding 
ſchool, could not but frequently fall in the 
captain's way. She was young, beauti- 
ful, amorous, but very ſimple ; and enti. 
tled, at her marriage, to no leſs than 
twenty thouſand pounds. This was a 
bait he thought worth nibbling at, and 
| indeed the temptation was ſuch, as men 
[ | of more rigid morals than Mr, B——ce 
| * 
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might have yieid:d to. In ſhort, he 
lov'd money in the fir ſt place, and would 
in the ſecond, have riſqued his neck for 
a night's lodging with the young lady, 
if ſhe had not been worth ſix- pence. 
He laid ſeveral ſchemes to get at her, but 
found ſo much difficulty in them all, 
except the moſt villainous he could think 
of; namely, to debauch her firſt, and 
then he believed her friends would court 
him to marry her. 

He jidged the girl fo ſimple, Hh he 
fancied if he could but get privatcly into her 
bed chamber, the rc ſt of the affair he could 
talk her out of ; but tho? he had an apart” 
ment in the houſe, yet it was impoſlible 
to come at her in the night-time, without 
the knowledge of her maid, who lay 
in the ſame room with her. He judged 
ef her by molt of her profeſſion, and 
thought that a bribe of omnipotent gold 
would effectually ſhut her eyes upon all 
his tranſactions with her young miſtreſs, 
But it happened that the maid had more 

honeſty, 


120 © The Adventures 
honeſty than to be acceſſary to ſo infa- 
| mous an action; but was, however, cun- 
ing enough to pocket the proffcr'd wages 
of iniquity. For ſhe liſtened to him with 
1 great temper, till ſhe had got out of him 
1 his whole deſign, and gave him at firſt a 
ſort of half promiſe, that ſhe might poſſi- 
bly come into his meaſures. 
| The more ſhe thought of it, the greater 
| was the horror ſhe conceived at the at- 
tempt; but as ſhe was no ſtranger to his 
intrigue with the old lady, ſhe knew it 
would be a difficult taſk to perſuade her 
to believe the fact, as long as it reſted 
ſimply upon her own teſtimony. There- 
fore ſhe determined to flatter him with 
her agreeing to the ſcheme, but contrived 
the exccution of it ſo that ſhe might at 
the ſame time ſave the young lady, and 
give the old one occular demonſtration of 
his villainy. In a word, B ce fell 


into her ſnare, and paid her fifty guineas 
down for her intended good office. 


The 
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The night appointed for the execution 
of the plot, ſhe let three other maids of 


the houſe into the ſecret, and planted 
them in a cloſet in miſs's chamber. She 
had agreed with Bruce to let him 1 into the 
room when all the family were in bed, 
and promis'd, when he was enter*d, to 
ſtand centry at the door herſelf, to pre- 
vent any ſurprize from the old lady? > 
chamber, which was over againſt it; 

The captain was doubtleſs impatient for 


the happy hour that was to put him 


in poſſeſſion of blooming, beautiful ſix- 
teen; and came exactly at the appointed 
ſignal, barefooted, with nothing on but 
a night.gown z the maid permitted him 
to enter, and led him to the bedſide, 
where the ſleeping fair lay, without fo 
much as dreaming of the good office in- 
. tended her. The maid withdrew ſoftly 
to the door, which ſhe kept open; and 
the captain ſtole as ſoftly into bed, and 
ſoon awaked miſs, who in her fright 
gave a little ſcream, which he ſtifled with 
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kiſſes, and begg?*d her not to be afraid, for 
that he would do her no hurt: that Beck was 
cloſe by, and he wanted only to tell her 
lomething in private. Tell it quickly 
then, ſays the ſample, thoughtleſs girl, 
e for i'm ſo frighted, my heart beats as 
tif it would jump out of my breaſt.” 
He then began to take ſome indecent li. 
berties, | upon which, * indeed captain, 


« ſays. ſhe, you are naughty, but you 


s 'ſhall not put your hand there, for if 
you do, i'll cry out and waken my 
% mamma; do, pray fir, be quiet, don't 
* be rude.” The maid now thought 
he had got enough for his money, and 


gave the ſignal to thoſe in the cloſer, who 


bounc'd out upon him with a candle, and 
ſhe herſelf ran to the old lady's cham- 
ber, bawling out “lord! madam, come 
and help, or the devil of a captain will 


certainly raviſh miſs Fanny; he has got 
to bed to her.” On this ſurprizing 


alarm, the old gentlewoman ftarted out 


of bed, and ran to the field of action, 


where 


. * firſt try if we are ſtrong enough to toſs 


of Captain B —— ce. 123 
where ſhe found the captain in his ſhirt, 
ſtanding in the midſt of her women, who 
were boxing and ſcratching him like ſo 
many - furies, and calling him all the 
names their nimble tongues could utter. 
« Oh, you villain! ſays the enraged old 
lady, is this the reward J have for rai- 
Y ling you from beggary, to attempt to 
ruin my child? but i'Il be reveng'd of 
« you ;' with that ſhe flung a candle- 
ſtick at his head, which did him no great 
damage, as it was ſo well aim'd, that it | 
flew to the oppoſite. ſide of the room. 1 
He would have made his eſcape from | 
them, but Beck, who had berray'd him, 
ſhut the door upon him, crying out, 
no, no, you ſnall not get off ſo: we'll 


«* you in a blanket.” She then took one 
off the bed, and they all endeavoured to 
force him into it; but he being too ſtrong 
for them, they were oblig*d to call in the 
footman; and then they took him dawn " 
into the hall, diſciplin'd him as the Inn- © { 
G 2 | ceper | 
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months, in very wretched. circumſtances ; 
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keeper did Sancho Paucha, the renowed 

8 the immortal Don Quixot. 
When they had tir'd themſelves, and 


clear d the captain's ſtomach of every thing 


be had in it, they, by the wrathful old lady's 
order, turr'd him, naked and dirty as 
he was, out of doors; ſo that he found 
himſelf once more reduced to his ſhirt. 
However, one of the girls, who perhaps 


had more reaſon than the reſt to ſhew 
him ſome little favour, took compaſſion 
on him, and ſtole him out ſome of his 
cloaths to cover his nakedneſs. He then 


went to a Bagnio hard by, for that night, 
and wrote the old gentlewoman a very 
peniteatia letter the next day, but it had 


no other effect chan to procure him his 
moveables out of the ' houſe, with pe- 
remptory orders never to be ſeen near it 
again, under the penalty of the blanket, 
the very name of which, to this Wk is 
enough to turn his ſtomach. 

He continued ou of place for near ſix 


when 
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when a certain Creolian widow of great 
fortune, who had known him ſome years, 
took pity on him, and allow'd him a yearly 
penſion during pleaſure : And it has been 
his fortune to continue in her good graces 
ever ſince, This bad and good luck 
together, Befell him about three years a- 
go; ſince which he has lived in great af- 


fluence ; and its believed he has had ad- 


dreſs enough to wheedle the widow out of 
a very handſome ſettlement, in caſe of her 


death. Bat Pm quite tired of * and 
ſo dear — adieu. 
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uf a KER in 
5 To the SAM k. 


Co raixmνο„ 
The Secret Hiſtory of Beau W — n. 


Dear Sir Jacob, SC; 

VO will be certainly ſurprized that 
I ſhould give your old friend and 
acquaintance, Beau. , a place in 
my chronicle, Neither you nor I could 
have believed, a twelvemonth ago, that 
that gay ſpark owed his ſupport to the 
ſtrength of his back. He never ſeem'd 
to me to be made for the vigorous pro- 
feſſion; he looks too puny for a hero in 
the field of Yenus :— Yet, as ſure as you 
live, he has not theſe ten years had any 
other revenue but what he drew from that 
ſource. Its true he has had a pair of 


colours for theſe four or five years, but 
he 
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he got even this as a reward for his la- 
bours; and you know an enſign's pay is 
but a trifle, yet the fellow lives gen- 
teelly, and keeps the beſt company. 
I need not tell you that he is the 
younger ſon of a very good family in the 
North, but at his firſt letting out he ſpent 
his patrimony in a tour he made to 
Italy, in company with the Duke of ***. 
When he came home, he was not poſſeſſed 
of one hundred pounds in the world; but 
had too much ſpirit to let any of his 
relations know. that he was in the leaſt 
difficulty. He brought over with him, 
from France, a pretty handſome wardrobe, 
in which he has a very good taſte, which 


- procured him the name of beau; he appear*d 
always genteel abroad, but at home liv*d 


upon a very trifle, in ſo much that the 
little he had remaining after his trayels, 
kept ſoul and body together for near two 
years; but as it was then exhauſted, he was 
put to great difficulties, being forced to 
run in debt, which he hated moſt ſincerely. 


G4 He 


— WE — — 


lle had learnt Talian while abroad, and 


upon tranſlating, flattering himſelf that 
the ſale of his copies would bring him a 


it beneath him to offer them to ſale him- 


Wants, Which he 'betiev'd he could fup- 
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brought over with him ſome ſcarce pieces 
in that language, which neceſſity put him 


large ſum of money; but as he thought 


ſelf, he put them into the hands of a 
young fellow of low circumſtances, who. 
expos'd them to the trade as his own ;. 


and, tho? the price did not anſwer his ex- 


p<Ctation, the affair turn'd out very well 
in another way. For, under pretence of 
recommending his friend's works, Mn 
got acquainted with the bookſeller who 
purchas*d them; and at his houſe became 
hkewiſe acquainted with the wife of a 
certain wealthy citizen, who took a par- 
ticular fancy to his perſon and converſa- 
tionz ſhe invited him to her houſe, and 
in a viſit or two, he found how her 
pulſe” beat, and that ſhe felt ſome 


ply. a "AP firſt be made his addreſſes to 
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ter, oh the Tooting of a common in- 
trigue; She was young, and her per- 
ſon by no means deſpicable, ſo that he 
was willing to do her the favour without 
the leaſt view of profit, which at that 
time did not enter into the beau's head. 
Bat when he had given the lady proofs of. 
the ardour of his affection, ſhe made him 
from time to time ſuch handſome preſents, 
as put all thoughts of n out 
of his head. a 

They manag'd their meetings ſo ſecretly, 
that for two years they did not incur the 
leaſt ſuſpicion. But her death, which hap- 
pen'd at the end of the two years, was a great 
loſs: to Mr. 7/1, as he had then nothing 
to depend on, but a ſmall ſum he had ſav'd 
out of her bounty; however, ithappen'd that 
he was not long in ſuſpence, as to his next 
deſtination; for the go· betten who manag d 
his former affair, in leſs than three meontlis 
introduc'd him to the acquaintance of ano- 
ther lady, much of the fame rank with his 
former . miſtreſs, but rather older, ſome- 

8 5 what: 
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what deformed in her . perſon, and of 4 
very erookted diſpoſition ; and as falacious 
as Maſalina. He enter'd upon his new 
employment with very little ſtomach; yet 
by the meer force of conſtitution, and the 
ſtimula of five hundred a year (for the 
witch was immenſcly rich) he made ſhift 
to pleaſe her for about twelve months; but 
then ſhe grew ſo! troubleſome; and uſed 


ſo little precaution in her aſſignations, that 
be was afraid of incurring the reputation 


of being a petricoat-penſioner, and ſo 
dropt her, 

A few months. after this, he e 
to be at a maſquerade in the Hay-market, 
0 dreſs'd in a blue domino, and as he went 
up to one of the beaufets to drink a glaß 
of wine, a lady ſlipt a note into his hand, 
and vyaniſh'd amongſt the company, fo 
that he could ſcarce form any idea -what ſhe 
was. He retired, full of impatience, to a 
corner, to peruſe his billet, and found it 
contain*d only theſe words. © An acct 


b, a has happen'd, which hinders my 


„coming. 
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e coming, to the maſquerade to night, nor 
« is it proper to meet any more at Mrs 
« -s: but at twelve o'clock, be | 
« at the Bagnio in Lr Ae, in. mY ha- 
2 bit.“ | 
He im med ately conjechurtd hs it muſt 
be a miſtake, as he had no ſuch affair 
then upon his hands as the note intimat- 
ed, and was vex'd that he had not 
taken more notice of the perſon who de» 
liver'd it, that he might have had an op- 


<< ©oz #3 


4 portunity to rectify the error; but, as 

matters ſtood, he thought he could do no 
| leſs than go to the Bagnzo, 'in order to 
clear up the matter there, and fave the 
t lady a fruitkls expectation. He left 
$ the Hay-market a little before twelve, took 
\ I coach, got to the place appointed much a- 
bout his time, and was conducted by one 
E of the waiters, without ſaying one word, ts 
* a room where he met a very fine woman 
t 


in a maſquerade habit, but. unmaſqu'd. 
N He knew her the moment he faw her, 
and as ſne was a perſon of quality, was 
LI Tet G * under 
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under fotfie” fear of diſofliging: Her, as. 
Mc might pofſibly think he became ma- 
Ah of er tet by wont other means 
chan fat was really che caſe. Tet the. 
appear'd ſo charming, he would have gi- 
ven Ady thing that this "miſtake" could be 
cotitimitd 3 Put he quickly check'd the 
ungeterous thought, and unmasking, 
Madam, ſays he, 1 am convinc'd T am 
* not the man for whom this happineſs. 
4e ag intended; | Þ had the billet put into 
* my hand by a lady at the maſquerade, 
« who vaniſf'd out of fight before I 
© had time either to read it, or remark 
«© her ſo much as to know her again. As 
«& a lady was concerr'd, I could do no 
e Tefs,” mitain, than call here to cut her 
& diſappointment as ſhort as poſſible, 
© and as: J had no intention to pry into 
e ſcerets, 'T' hope I have not given any 
„„ ET 5 
The lady, the? reckon'd a wit, and 
miſtreſs of repartee, as much as any of 
her ſex, was yet fo daſb'd at the diſcovery, 
il 95 that 
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that it was ſome minutes before. ſhe could 
recollect her ſpirits, which were ſo much 
agitated, that ſhe ſcem'd as it ſhe was go · 
ing to faint; Seeing this, he ran to her 
and took her in his arms, ſaying, Good 
G- d, Lady *****; why ſo much a- 
« 1arm?*d ? you know me to be a gentle> 
man, and may be aſſured that what has 
« happen*d ſhall remain an eternal ſecret 
« with me. Therefore I beg you'll diſ- 
«miſs your fears, and let me know. what 
proof I'can give you of my concern 
* for being ſo unhappy as. to: oceaſion, 
though inndcettly, ſo much — 
% neſs.” 

By this time the lady had ebsbe el 
herſelf a little, and perhaps the ſoft endear- 
ing manner in which he expreſs'd himſelf, 
gave a ſudden turn to her mind, and 
help'd her the fooner to the uſe of her 
ſpeech; for his eyes ſparkled fire, his 
hands trembl'd while he touch*d her; e- 
very action ſpoke him highly inflam'd: 
and, indeed, how could it have been o- 


therwiſe, 
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therwiſe,' while thus critically engag'd, 
alone, and at ſuch advantage, with one of 
the fineſt women in England. You may 
believe too, Sir Jacob, that, in the lady's 
circumſtances, it was not the moſt difficult 
task in the world to make ſome im preſ- 
ſion on a heart ſo much diſpes*d to be 
kind. The beau, in ſhort, found it tole- 
rably eaſy to reconcile her, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to one who, in his perſon, habit, 
&c. So nearly reſembled the man ſhe 


came there to meet. At laſt ſne endea- 


vour'd to baniſh her confuſion; her 
countenance ſoften*d- into the moſt tender 
languiſhment 3 ſhe lean'd her head upon 


his ſhoulder, as if to conceal her bluſhes, 


and ſaid, ſoftly, Leave me, Mr, V —, 
« know you are too much. a gentleman 


4 to make any bad uſe of what you 


7 know; and. I muſt be as eaſy as I can 


« under the misfortune of this unlucky 
— « miſtake.” 


I don't believe, Sir Jacob, for all your 
indifference to the ſex, that you. would 


have 
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have taken the lady at her word, and 
left her; nor did Mr. }#/-— x, Fhere 
are moments in love, when dull obedi- 
ence is a crime: He ſaw into her ſoul; 
ſaw that the warm flame was fluttering a- 
bout heart, and ſooth'd her paſſion by 
ſuch winning arts, that he prevail'd on 
her to permit him the ſame freedoms ſhe 
deſign'd for another. In a word, they 
went to bed, and paſs'd ſome hours in 
all the tranſports that kind luſcious love, 
youth, vigour, and beauty could yield: 
And, in ſhort, were ſo well ſatisfied 
with each other, that before they - parted, 
they ſettled meaſures for their future cor 
reſpondence; and the lady found means 
to convey, unobſcrv*d, into his pocket, 
a bank bill of fifty pounds, a cuſtom, ſhe 
has conſtantly obſerv'd; twice a dunn 
ever in. 10 0 vr 00 

When this commerce had continu'd a- 
bout three months, the lady took an op- 
portunity to enquire into his circumſtances, 
— he fairly laid * to her. It was on 
this 
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on thib oceaſion ſhe procur'd him a pair of 
colours, by. the intereſt of the Earl of 
#*®£#S#.. to whom ſhe ſhould! have been 
married, and with: whom :ſhe: ſtill: held a 
ſecret correſpondence, tho“ the peer, ſor 
reaſons of; ſtate, had ;eſpous'd another. So 
that Mr: /—— has not all the drud- 
gery. upon his. hands; for, . beſide the 
Earl, who has his ſtated hours >. there are 
two: other: officers who mount guard by. 
turns at this lady's quarters; but whether 
they. are in her pay, or ſerve as volun- 
teers, is a ſecret J am not acquainted with. 
However, all of them live in very good 
friendſhip, and frequently meet together at 
her toilet; but each either is, or pre- 
tends to be, ignorant of the other's main 
connection with the lady; who carries it ſo, 
equally- to all of them in public, they have 
no reaſon. to complain of any partiality , 
and the whole-is'condudted-with- ſo much 
ſecreſy and decorum, that very few are 
acquainted with any part of the affair. 
ſhould have remain'd ignorant of it, as 
1097 well 
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well as the reſt of the world, if-it. had 
not been for an accident, that brought me 
to a very cloſe acquaintance with the per- 
fon at whoſe houſe the beau and his lady 
meet; from. whom I. had all:the parti- 
culars mention'd in this letter. She is a. 
knowing woman, and entruſted with half, 
a dozen ſecrets of this kind, which I be- 
lieve I ſhall: prevail on her. to make me. 
maſter of, for your, entertainment; - 


Lan, my dear Friends. 


$ 
# 


Your moſt obedient, Kc. 
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22 E E. Ju T E N 
ro the 8 AM E. 

gs CONTAINING 
"The ſures Biory of Harry B—n. 


U PON my ſoul, Sir Jacob, i'm in a 
very queer lazy Humour; am nei- 
ther ſick nor well, gay nor fad, but in a 
kind of mungrel diſpoſition, made up of 
ail the tempers that our changeable clim- 
ate is ſubject to: I have drank this minute 
two full bumpers of burgundy, yet, I be- 
lieve, if I had ſwallowed two flasks, I 
ſhould not work myſelf up to the humour 
of Sir Harry Wildair, or inſtj]l as much 
courage into my ſelf, as to attack an 
orange wench. You may gueſs then what 


kind 


„„ 5 AE. Se 


ſimile. | — | V1 F 4 JO Ali! 


139 


kind of entertainment Na are to meet 


with to-day; depend on't twill be very 


dull. I muſt pick out ſome ſneaking, 


pitiful raſcal, whoſe tranſactions of life do 
not riſe above the incidents of the Ordinary 


of Newgate's.diary, where I may with pro- 
priety adorn it with a dying ſpeech, or the 


penitential prayers. of ſome, new-converted 
punk; if it goes one pitch beyond that, 
i'm out of my element: in-ſhort, I have 


no chance to be tolerable, unleſs the idea 
of the fair Arabella inſpires me with ſome- 
thing : —— Tes, that or nothing muſt 


do it; nay, I feel her influence already 3 its 
Impoſſible to think of her and continue 
ſplenetic. She is a more ſovereign antidote 
chan burgundy and champaign, againſt va- 


pours or melancholy: .don*r;you-think: that 
a tolerable compliment now 2; but plague on 
it, my friend; I muſt confeſß to you, I 
pump'd for it an hour beſore I could drawl 
it out, and tug'd as hard to bring it in, 
as a dull poet to ne his 7 Age 


Now 
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Now then, that 1 have, according to 
che cuſtom of great pocts, invoked my fa 
vourite goddeſs, and imploted her aid in- 
bwounding fuſtian, 1 proceed to the 
point, and begin the adventures of ho- 
neſt Harry 3. — . Tou remember, ſir 
Jacob, an old grey- headed, merry, ſport- 
ing fellow, chat frequented Newmarket, Ep- 
Jom; and all chte borſe-coutfes in England, 
This is: Ris hopeful ſon and heir, but not 
quite ſo fortunate as his father, though to 
the full as wicked. The cd man leſt him 
better than fix thouſands pounds in ready 
money, fore houſes i in London, and a few 
very good ſporting cattle. But this laſt 
part of his legacy was the ruin of poor 
Haryy's/ for he kept up the racers, but 
wanted his fatheèr 's jadgment to turn them 
to account, and ſo became the bubble of 
All the ſhärpers in Nurtſbire, who, 
in a 4 CARON honeſt Hal out of 
all he hadi- © „ begun bus 0 
* While his 1 lafizd, Huriy live 
like a gentleman in every reſpect, and was. 
WY) | not 
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not ſo fond of racing, as to forget that a 
brace or two of whores in high keep- 
ing, were a neceſſary part of the equipage 
of a young beau. He had theſe at lodg- 
ings in London, and. when on his ſporting 
parties in the country, he had his purvey- 
ors there, who furniſhed him with freſh 
maidenheads, commodities that Har- 
ry was inordinately fond of. He had 
ſomething of the taſte of a green- ſickneſs 
girl; his ſtomach loath*d ripe fruit; he 
could reliſh nothing but meer green traſh, 
that taſted only of the tree; and to pur- 


| chaſe theſe, ſpared no coſt, nor would ſtick 


at any villainy to come at them, which had 
once very near coſt; him his life. 
He was down one ſummer in Oxford- 
ſhire, and got acquainted at a gentleman 
farmers, there who had ſeveral pretty girls 
bis Daughters; to the eldeſt of whom 
Harry pretended to make : honourable 
love, Whether he had really any inten- 
tion to enter the bands of wedlock with 
miſs Dolly, I cannot poſitively ſay; 
however, 
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however, he made but very flow and cold 
advances to the girl, notwithſtanding he 
viſited at the houſe almoſt every day; but 
he expreſſed a prodigious fondneſs for the 
youngeſt of the ſiſters, who wanted ſome 
months of twelve. She was a tall, aukard, 
romping thing, and but few degrees remov- 
ed from an idior,at leaſt ſhe appeared no bet- 
ter to me, when 1 ſaw her two or three years 
after, and when its probable ſhe muſt have. 


gathered a little more ſenſe than ſhe could 
have had at the age I mentioned. 


Harry was much taken with her little 
artleſs, childiſh tricks; treated her with 
great plenty of ſweetmeats, toys, and 
trinkets, and fondled her with much ſeem- 
ing tenderneſs. The parents and his miſtreſs 
thought it a great mark of good-nature 
and complaiſance to them, that Harry ap- 
peared ſo taken with the child, and pretty 
miſs was fo pleaſed with him, that ſhe was 
always uneaſy when he was not there. 
Harry continued this for a month or ſix 
weeks, till he thought he had wrought the 
| child 
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child to ſuch a fondneſs for him, as that 
ſhe would permit him to do any thing, 
He lay at the houſe one night, and got 
up next, morning before his | miſtreſs 
was ſtirring. . Meeting young miſs at 


the nurſery-door, as he was going 
down ſtairs, he kiſs d her as uſual, and 


asked her if ſhe would go a nutting with 
him that morning? Oh la! ſays ſhe, 
that's pure, Mr. B- yes, Pll go, 
but ſtay till Nan puts me on a frock, and 
* then P11 go with you, and you ſhall 
pull me down the branches that I may 
gather the nuts myſelf: oh dear me 
come Nan, make haſte.” He then 
ſtepp'd with her into the nurſery, and 
flaid till the girl was dr. d; after which 
he carried her to a little coppice wood, 
not three hundred yards from the houſe, 
but ſhrowded from the view of the win. 
dows by a ſmall riſing ground, covered 
with tall trees. 

When he had got her into the thickeſt 
of the coppice, he fat her down on a plat 


of 
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of graſs, and began to fondle her as uſual 


ꝓreſſed her little breaſts, diſtinguiſhed only 
by juſt the appearance of nipples z and put 
this hand up her perticoats : all which the 


poor innocent girl not only permitted, but 
<lung about his neck, kiſſing him with ea. 


ger fondneſs, He proceeded next to lay 


her backwards upon the graſs, ſaying, 1 
e muſt ſec, my pretty Poll, how the maid 


24 has tyed your garters: I fancy they are 


< not high enough.” To which the child 
Teplied, that indeed they were where they 
uſed to be. See here Sir, faid ſhe, pulling 
up her petticoats above her knees, where 
ſhould they be? O much higher, Polly, 


returned the laſcivious monſter, I'll ſhew 


& you.” With that he laid all he wanted 
to ſee, quite bare to the ſun till fired with 
the fight, he begun the unnatural at. 
tempt ;/ but gave the poor child ſuch intol. 


lerable anguiſh, that ſhe cried out, as loud 


as ſhe was able; yet the brute believing 
no body near enough to hear, was pro- 


ceeding without mercy; when a luſty 


- dairy 
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dairy maid and her ſwectheart, hd Had 
met in a diſtant part of the ſame coppice, 
perhaps not meerly with an intention to 
ſpend their time in nutting, ruſhed out of 
a neighbouring thicket, Where they had 
ſeen and heard all that paſſed, and, cried 
out, confound you for a curſed villain, 
* have you a mind to ſpoil” the poor 
child ? On ſight, of them he got up 
in the greateſt hurry and confuſion, and 
ran as if twenty devils purſued h him: How. 
ever it was only. Hodge the carman that ran 
after him, and that ſo nimbly, as to 'over- 
take him at a turn in the wood, where he 
ſaluted his ſhoulders with a thuack of a a 
ſturdy hedge-ſtake he had in his hand, 
which laid him flat; and the fellow bad 
certainly purſued his blows, till perhaps, 
he had given him a blow 600 many, f if the 


ſhricks of the dairy-maid pad not called 
him \ back : Which were decalioned! by 85 


- ® & 


with the torture he had put lier ee to. g's: | ; 
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The time taken up in endeavouring to 
recover the girl, and at laſt carrying her 
home quite inſenſible, gave the raviſher an 
opportunity to gather his leggs up, and 
wake off; not to his father's houſe, but to a 
brother rake's, where he kept his horſes, 
and where. he lay conceal'd for two or 
three days, and then made off for Lon. 
den. 


The parents, on ſight of their child 


brought home in that ſhocking condition, 


were exaſperated to madneſs at the baſeneſs 
of the attempt, and in the firſt fury of 
their rage, ſent far and near in ſearch of 
the raviſher, in order to have brought him 
to exemplary puniſhment. But as he had 
the good luck to conceal himſelf ſor the 
firſt two or three days, the farmer be- 
gan to be more calm in his reſentment, 
and to conſider that the purſuit of his juſt 


revenge, w would but blazon his child's mis- 


fortune: the thing was therefore huſh'd up 
of a ſudden, and a ſtop put to all thoughts 


of - proſecution. 
Not- 


A ts. ak ae. es , 
s 
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_ Notwithſtanding the fright the offender 1 
was in for fear of the conſequences of this 
vile action, he was not cured of his taſte 
for green fruit; for about a week after he 
came to town, Mrs, M. ſon of Ruſſel-ftreets 
an old experienced broker i in_ love: toys, 
came to his lodgings, and told him, with | 
a very grave ſettled countenance, that ſhe 
had got a freſh girl at her houſe, not 
quite thirteen years old, who would make 
his mouth water; but that ſhe was ſo wild, 
and tender, that he muſt uſe a good deal 
of caution in the cracking of her pitcher, 
for fear he ſhould ſplit it; and moreover, 


that ſhe would come to a pretty round 
ſum. 


Harry did not re long about the 
price, and that ſame evening was intro- 
dquced to a fight of the girl. She 
appeared to be but little, even for the 
age ſhe was. given out. to be,. 
ſo ignorant, that no man whoſe 3 
was not unnaturally depraved, could have 
thought of her as a miſtreſs; however, 
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Hat was thatimed' with Her; "nd ed” al 


his abs 6 bling er id his purpofl. 
fy At laſt he perſuaded her | to go to bed; 


wad ih t hep he was. permitted: to try his wa 
in mining N ae adele, 


friend of e e and tim p od net 
mor rning t before nE ily tc of the 


' place, and that he fpent'a great number 


of ſhox, "before he was able to break 
Srobbck Hoger, having once made a 


reich, fte founcf every” thing wich very 


mag id ert. Le contimnied ehatmed 
with his Purchase for above a weck, but 
at che end of that time, he had the mor- 
tiftratioß to Kind out that hie Had not been 


all the while {} orming a virgin fortreſs, 
but one that ad been"in'the hands of n men 
of all nations, Turks, Fews a atd Tofidels ; ;and 
had likewiſe contracted ſuck 4 diſtem- 


— auring his attacks; ag bligedd him 
g into the? Ponderies dtüb for fix 
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II fark” kind of amuſements as theſe, 


ehoughtleſ Harry * that the ſhafp- 
: ers, 
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ers could ſpare him of his father's effects, 
and befund hismſelf pepnyleſs, without a 1 
_#riend; bot nop-without the, reputation of | 
a very wicked fellow. However, when 
he was juſt at the laſt gaſp, ready to hang 
himſel ii or liſt for a ſoldier, relation of his : 
id tha north, ho lived wo far from Loy- 1 
don id hear che true: character of his grace- ö 
leſs bioſwan, died, and left him between F 
three andl ſour hundred pounds. This ſet 
bimionee more x little a · loat in the world; 
but it did not laſt very ilchg 3 for -4- 
mongſt his female acqdaintance, he had 
one, Mrs, Vicars by name, who pretended 
great intimacy with ſome ladies of quality, 
with whoſe ſecrets ſhe made | ber cronies 
believe ſha waz intruſted. This woman 
under ſtnod Arty; had gut a little recruit 
of money, and as ſhe knew him conceit 
ed of his fine perſon, and that his upper 
chambers were but meanly furniſhed, ſhe 
lad a ſcheme; to chouſe un of the beſt 
back of Ns on 
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She pretended that a certain counteſs 
had ſpoke very handſome things of Harry, 


on ſeeing him at a review, where he hap- 


pened to ſtand near her coach. This was 


enough to ſet Harry agog, and he imme- 


diately fell to coaxing the woman to find 


ſome” means of introducing; him to this 


great lady. At firſt ſhe told him, it was 


abſolutely impoſſible, but by degree ſhe 


grew leſs poſitive, and with the help of a 


purſe of guineas, permitted à promiſe to 


de extorted from her, that ſhe would en- 
deavour at it. In about a week's time, 


the told him, ſhe had mentioned his name 
to the counteſs, who expreſſed a very great 
opinion of him, and ſeemed glad to know 
that he was of her, (Mrs. Vicars's) ac- 


quaintance; that ſhe had dropt ſome hints 
to her maid, who poſſibly might be brought 


over to their intereſt, provided ſhe was 


enabled to make her a ſmall preſent, of 
twenty pieces, or ſo. They were no ſoon. 


er mentioned, than given her, and a re- 


freſhipg fee repeated to herſelf. The coun. 


teſs's 


of Harry B a 


teſs's maid had alſo repeated preſents, till 


they had in the whole got from him not 
leſs than one hundred and twenty guineas. 

At laſt Harry grew uneaſy, that he 
could not ſo much as have a look at this 
counte, whoſe very name had captivated 
him fo much; however, Mrs. Vicars, the 
virtuous Se between, at laſt began to have 


compaſſion on him, and acquainted him, 


that on ſuch-a-day, the counteſs had con- 
deſcended to appoint her the honour of a 
private viſit, without her equipage, in the 
duſk. of the evening, and that he might 
call'at that hour, and ſend up his name, 
when ſhe flatter'd herſelf ſhe might be 
able to prevail on her ladyſhip to nt 
him. 

No young girl ever long'd fo much for 
the mantua-maker's bringing home her 
firſt gown, as Hurry wiſh'd for the long 
expected hour; at laſt it came, and the 
ſquire, dreſs'd in a lac'd ſuit that coſt him 
fifty pounds, with wig, and every thing 
elſe in proportion; rapp*d boldly at Mrs. 

H 4 Vicars's 
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 Vicary's; pn He was conducted with 


great: caution. into the parlour, and after 
waiting near half an hour, was admitted 


up ſtairs, and introduc'd to the counteſs, 


who appeared *d to be a very fine. woman» 
dress ly a rich ſilver ſilk diſhabille. Tho- 


dhe rece! ved him with great affability, and 


Har dat him with all the i impertinent free. 
dom of Aa lady of quality: yet the 
thoughts of her dignity, which was higher 
than ever he had convers'd with in his 
like before, ran ſo much in his head, that 
he cut, even in his own eyes, a molt con- 
temptible figure, play*d with his hat, twir' 
led his cane, por'd upon the floor, and 
look'd like an aukward country cub, new- 
I introduc'd into polite company. | 

The counteſs was inclinable only to have 
made a little ſport with him; but Mrs. 


Vicars, who judg'd from what cauſe his 
embaraſſment proceeded, prevented her, 


by introducing a diſcourſe on horſes and 
eock- fighting, ſubjects ſhe knew. Harry 


5 maſter of. A ſtruck, indeed, the 


nn | right 


tongue, and prattled with : tolerable free- 


dom. By the time the tea-table . was 


brought in, he could ſpeak to her lady 
ſhip without ſtammering, and had ſo 
much the uſe of his eyes as to know ſhe 


had fine black hair, and that the n 


colour of her gown was yellow. 

After tea, the counteſs was ſo auth 
ſeeriding; as to take a glaſs of wine, and 
drank to Harry. This favour, together 


with a glaſs or two drank by himſelf to 


her ladyſhip's health, recover'd his ſpirits 
to ſuch a degree; that he was enabled to 
hand her to her chair without ſtum- 


bling; / and likewiſe inſpit' d him with 


the courage to ſqueeze her fingers, but 


whether hard enough for her . to 


feel it, Lam not certain. 
When ſne whs gone, he ran Spaſtain 
w:Mrs:icars, cutting capers: as high as 


the cicling 4 ſwore ber ladyſhip Was a 


chierubim ; that he Would give his foul for 


b.wight's lodging with her, and tharte 
790 H 5 would 
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right key; poor Hal now found his 
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would adore the dear Mrs. Vicars, if fhe 


2 ** 
—  —— 


would aſſiſt him to procure ſo great a bleſ- 
ſing. He likewiſe tip'd her another 


purſe, and then ſhe 8 to try what 
ſhe could do to ratify him. 

In a Week or two he had a ſecond 
interview with this lady; in which he be- 
hav'd with more aſſurance, and in the 
third was ſo familiariz'd to quality, that 


he made love to her almoſt as freely as 


if ſne had been an orange wench, and in 
a few days more, by the help of ſome 
more pieces to Mrs. Vicars, had the good 
fortune to prevail on the charming coun- 
teſs to paſs away a couple of hours with 
him in bed. He was now as happy as 
the man in the moon; look d down upon 
other mortals with great contempt, and 
made no doubt but that, as ſoon as the 
counteſs and he were a little more inti- 


mate, ſhe would tip him a handſome pre- 


ſent, more than ſufficient to re- imburſe all 


his expences; but, poor gentleman! he 
was confoundedly miſtaken, . for he had 


not 
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not continued in this fool's paradice above 
three weeks, when paſſing through. Leiceſ- 
ter-Fields, he ſaw a great crowd round the 
door of juſtice De Veil, who liv'd there at 
chis time. He preſſed in amongſt the 
throng, out of curioſity, to enquire the 


cauſe, and was told it was a woman of the 


town, who was under examination, on faſ- 


picionof having pick'd a gentleman's pock- 


et of a gold watch. His dreſs procured him 
admittance into the houſe; but how great 
was his ſurprize, when he ſaw his charm- 


ing counteſs in a very indecent diſhabille, 


blubering and crying, and-begging the juſ- 


tice to have mercy on her, and not commit 


her to Newgate. He could ſcarce believe his 
eyes, but when he had convinced himſelf 


that it was the identical perſon, he was 


io mad to find how much he had been bub- 
bled, that he flung out of the houſe in a 
rage, defiring the juſtice to have no mere. 
cy on her, for that ſhe was a dam'd cheat-. 
ing, jilting B-—h : and went immedi- 
ately to his kind friend. Mrs, Vicars, 

| whom 
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vom he beat to fo unmerciful a degree, 

that ſhe was nr in danger of her 
life, bow {4 

When Sa; ſhe put him into 
che Crown-effice, where the ravens of the 
law; ſtrip'd him of all the feathers his jilts 
had left him. 4 

When Harry was now at the loweſt ebb. 
of fortuqe,,. the fickle goddeſs changed her 
mind and began at laſt to ſmile upon 
him + gays. ſhe carried her caprice ſo far, 
as to make even thoſe. incidents that ruin- 
ed him, contribute to his riſe. For when 
the yal between him and Mrs, Vicars 
came on at the King's-Bench, it was im- 
poſſible ſor him to avoid acquainting his 
council with the cauſe of his quarrel with 
her: It could then remain no longer a ſe- 
cret. The) gentlemen of the long robe 
whiſper'd. it amongſt their acquaintance. 


Ar laſt. t the real counteſs whoſe name had 
been made uſe of in this affair, was. told 


that. the had been kis'd by proxy, and 
15 that 
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that the intrigue had ruin'd the err 
gentleman. 

By great good fortune, the actors in 
this farce had pitch'd upon a lady who 
was above the low foible of valuing repu- 
tation, and was not at all ſcandalized at 
the liberty taken with her name. Nay, 
perhaps, ſhe envied the happineſs of her 
ſubſtitute z for Harry had' the fate of all 
criminals ;. he was ſpoke. much better of 
in his diſtreſs, than he bad been, or 
really deſerved, in proſperity. And was 
repreſented to the .counteſs as a genteel 
handſome young fellow, who had ſpent 
2 pretty fortune in the ſervice, of the fair 
ſex. Her dadyſhip, naturally. of 2 com. 
paſſionate temper, pitied the young gen- 
tleman, and took the generous reſolution 
to make him ſome returns, in her proper 
perſon, for all that ſtock of love, money, 
and anxiety, he had thrown away upon the 
worthleſs counterfeit. She ſoon found out 
wherethe much reduced ,andgreatly: diſcon- 
ſolate youth lived, which happen'd to be in 


a. room 
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a room on a firſt floor, next the ſkies, in 
great Dueen-ſtreet, near Lincolr*s-Inn 
Zields. Here one of the lady's truſty e- 
miſaries, an old experienced grave gentle- 
woman was Tent with a meſſage to ac- 
quaint” him of a time and one of meet- 
mg. | | ; 
The induſtrious band found ſquire 
Harry at home, picking his uſeleſs teeth, 
in a very melancholy ſituation. He re- 
ceivd her politely, tho“ her firſt ap- 
pearance gave him the palpitation of the 
heart, as the good woman bore ſome reſem- 
blance to an old landlady who had a dor- 
mant claim upon him: But as ſoon as he 
found ſhe was no dun, he took the cou- 
rage, after reaching her one of the health- 
ieſt chairs in his apartment, (for many 
of them were troubled with the ſtaggers, 
and a feebleneſs in their joints, occaſioned 
by old age, and too much exerciſe) to 
afk her what were her commands. I. 
« am come, I hope, ſays ſhe, with good 
| | = news. 
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e news to you Sir, and indeed it does my 
heart good, to think that I can be of 
any ſervice to ſuch a good-looking 
« young genleman as ydu are! I am oblig- 
10 ed to you, - madam, return'd Hurry, for 
your good wiſhes ; ptay what may this 
good nes be? Do you know fir, replied 
e ſhe, the counteſs of *****? oh! ſhe is 
« a fine ſweet lady, and has a wonderful 
* reſpect for you to my knowledge; ; if you 
„ manage matters as I ſhall direct you, 
« vyou are made for ever, for ſhe is as ge- 
© nerous as a queen.“ 

At the mention of the counteſs, Harry's 
blood ruſt'd all in his face, and he conclud- 
ed inſtantly, that the old woman, hearing 
of his affair, was come to banter him. 
“PDP n you, ſays he, in a great rage, 
for a confounded. old Jexabel, what have 
to do with the counteſs? get down 
« ſtairs directly, or I ſhall ſhew you the 
way headlong. I have had enough of 
66 che counteſs, and be dama*d to her, and 


— — — 
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am not to be taken in a ſecond 
time.“ Its very probable the old wo- 


ſach reply, for ſhe was not at all a- 


larmed at Harrys threatnings and paſſion, 
but bid him be calm for a minute and ſhe 
would fatisfy him that he had no reaſon 
to be in ſuch a mighty fume; for obſerve 
me, young gentleman, added ſhe, Lm 
too. old to play the fool with you, 
and as I defire nothing of you for my 
meſſage, I can have no deſign upon your 
purſe; therefore, if you have not an in- 
elinatlon. to ſpoil your own: Res, hear 
Nenn; what I have to ſay to vu. 
Thte appeared too / mutii veaſon i in ebe 
the goed woman advanced, not to liſten 
to her: He therefore ala d the fury of 


His 100ks; asked pardon for his paſſion, 


and Geſired her to proceed. The venerable 
lady then told hir her emand, and gave 
him proper diveAions for a meeting with 


che ebunteſs, in we days time, and to 
2 confirm 
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confirm the credit, which he began 0 
give to her ſtory, ſhe Preſented; him & 
green purſe, with; twentyrfive guineas, 
to equip himſelf properly for the rendtw- 
vous with the real counteſs. 

His joy was ſo great at this bann 
change of fortune, chat in jumping about 
he had lik'd to have damag d his perittat 
nium, on the cieling of his apartment. 


The freſco work of which jetted rather a 


little too low for a man of Harms preſent 
elevation. He hagg d and bud the old 
woman, und iſſit had; not bern has he 


Was afraid the creaking of his lame hade 


Read, would have alarmed his neighbours 
in the nent room, for the bed ſtood 
pretty much. upon geometry, he had cer 
minly tip'd the good! hody a four ſhe 


probably had not received rm any thing 
male, ſince the days of Oliver Cxumtveil. 


However, as he had no conveniency at 


that time, he offered her ſome of the caſh 


ſhe had brought him, for he was as gene- 
| rous 


— ——— — — — 
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he had behav'd a little ſheepiſhly ; 
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rous when he had it, as a prince; but the 


honeſt creature would not accept of it : No, 


the very pleaſure of promoting a natural 
union and good underſtanding between 
the ſexes, was a ſufficient reward to her. 

Away ſhe hobbled down ſtairs, and 
Harry prepared for the rencounter. He 
laid out the beſt part of the gold, in re- 
deeming the moſt faſhionable ſuit of his 
wardrobe out of tribulation. It was quite 
clean and freſh, for it had not been 
wore thrice ſince he paid the firſt viſit in 
it to the ſham repreſentative of his real 
counted. Thus equipt, he took a chair at 


the hour appointed, and met the charm- 


ing woman, who was as true to her 


time, 4. as the dial to the ſun. 


They ſoon underſtood each others bu- 
ven, and Harry chanced to play his 
part much the better, by the little prac- 
tice he had with her ladyſhip's proxy; 
for without that tryal, its ten to one ” 


15 
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he came off very well, was entered into 
conſtant pay, and has continued with her 
ladyſhip ever ſince. 


7 


| J am, &c, 


£ c * 7 " 5 4 
4 - 14 1 * 1 
\\ | | 
a L 
* * I 
1 T £ 
* 1 1 LY 15 * 
e . ; 
* r — =. T7 * 
. * 8 ? you * ty \ I * 
1 „ of kD CA 4 a : 
. 
. . $ 
„ — - * 
| Th : & 7! 4 
U 
* 
3 * 
# * 
* * 5 * 
[4 
£ y : 
 £& L J * 
L "3 4 th | * 
: : 
4 o ' q 
LE T. 
= 
J e Fy : 
* ”  # 4 I = 
Us 4 2 1 VII , 
* # - 5 p 
* 
2 C 
. \ d * 4 


3.4 A > - z * % n 


„ Colt „„ — - — 
— , — A — * _ 
— — 4 8 F — - — 2 es * — = 1 
—— , — —— — — —ę— 
a 1 — ro——_ _ 
* — —— . . — 93 * 


* Te Adventures 


| Oz. £37 ' 24 vv 112 LEr 4 Ho KEDS 


bis, iy RE Pad BR TX. 


l 13v9 qi t rhe! 


To the Sams. 
i: D CONTAINING 


The Adventures of Mr. Richard Nds, 
an Attorney of great Chamber-praftice. 


Dear Sir Tacos, 


W E have to deal to day with a 
V' righteous limb of the law; Dick 


N Aus is not only ſo by ptofe ſſion, but 


by hereditary ſucceſſion, for his father 


and grandfather, by both ſides of the 


houſe, followed the law. But it happens, 
that their practice, though of ſuch long 
— has produced no great eſtate, 


> * 0 * 


mains, making good an old proverb that 


is in every body's mouth . 


* Viz. What is get over the Devil's back, &c. 
Dick 


nd * * 
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Mel, the wWorthy ſubject of this epiſtle, 
from his childhood diſcovered a propenſity 
to wickedneſs, but to no ſpecies of it fo 
much as to wenching, He loſt his maiden- 
head with one of his mother's maids, be⸗ 
fore he was quite twelve, and kept a little 
miſtreſs before he left the gtammar-ſchool. 
His father diſcovered the intrigue, and out of 
anger at the expence, more than the crime, 
complainedd to the ſchool- maſter, Ad oblig- 
edthe pedagogue to have poor” Dick flog- 
gd moſt unmetcifolly i in the public ſchool, 
which fo incenſed young ſcape- race, that 
he ſtole away the next day; a 14 travelled 
up to London, from Exeier; to ſeelt his 
fortune: and he now hated birch and la- 
tin ſo cordially, that 'tis ſaid; it was a 
twelyemonth before he could be prevailed 
on, ſo much as to _ on a book in that 
W 110 333K | . 

He: was juſt turnt d of Ng whenis 
took this London ramble, aud knew no 
foul 1 in town, but a lad about two. years 

121 older 
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older on himſelf, lately An to a 
lawyer in the Middle Temple. Squire 
Diet ſoon found him out, and as they 
were much of a diſpoſition, they aſ. 
ſiſted one another in the practice of whor- 
ing; which both the ſparks liked better 


than the ſtudy of law and precedents. 
Their only difficulty was how to get mo- 


ney to maintain the expences of their noc- 


turnal rambles; but the young templar 
found means to ** his maſter of about 
twenty pounds at different times, which 


ſupplied them for ſome time: but it had 


this unlucky conſequence, that the money 
being miſſed, the theft was fix d upon 
the clerk, and he, like a ſneaking raſcal, 
confeſſed the fact, and laid the blame up. 
on Dick N— ds, who, he ſaid, adviſed 
him to it. This made a diſcovery to 


Dick's father of the place of his retreat, 


and he was ſoon after bound to an 
old attorney, his father's correſpondent, 
a ſurly moroſe old fellow, who hated 
pal for- 


* 
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fornication, and every thing bordering that 
way, worſe than a client who ſues in forms 
pauperis, and watched his new clerk ſo 
ſtrictly, whoſe diſpoſition to caterwauling 
he was informed of, that it was ſeveral 
months before Dick could have the courage, 
or an opportunity, ſo much as to make love 
to the kitchen wench: But at laſt he got 
in with her in ſpite of old Argos, and by 
her means, had liberty to ſtay out frequent- 
ly all night, when he was diſpoſed to hunt 
abroad. He now thought himſelf very hap- 
Py, till at laſt the fooliſh girl play'd fo 
looſe a game, that ſhe proved with child. 

They were all in the dumps when the 
diſcovery was made, and he held a council 
how to hide the diſgrace. Savin, and all 
the known or ſuſpected means to procure 


an abortion were tried; but the huſſey was 
of a healthy, robuſt conſtitution, and kept 


SY what ſhe had ſo faſt, there was no remov- 
| ing it till nature pleaſed. At laſt, a ſalvo 
occured to Dick, which nothing opposd 
4 the ſucceſs of, but a few flight qualms of 


Nan's 


«th. 
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8 e bene, 


| Nats: conſcience, which were ſoon got 


over, and then the ſcheme was boldly put 
in execution, which was neither more or 
leſs than to ſwear the child to the old 
gentleman their waſter, who had not fo 
tuch as a finger 1 in the pye, and Perhaps 
had' not known What woman was Hes 
iter ul years.” | 

The old lawyer Was thunder-ſtruck, 
when "4" queer-lodking fellow came to 
hitm, and in the name of the pariſh, wiſh-d 


him Joy of a hopeful! fon, at the ſame time 


making a demand of ten Pounds, to ſe- 
cure his maintainance. He was far from 
tamely complying with this ſorprifing de- 
mand, but rav'd and ſtorm'd at a moſt 
violent rate. However, all he could do 
or ſay, ſignified nothing; the wench ſtood 
firmly to her text, and in ſhort, with the 
honeſt aſſiſtance of the pariſh, obliged her 
maſter to change his tune, He, finding 


he was fallen into hands that were more 


than à match for him, at laſt agreed to 


* 


| 75 the money, and take ſhare of the treat 


that 
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that was provided. out of it: The ;xpente 
of which amounted to PRE more than 
nine pounds, fifteen ſhillings, and eleven 
pence of the whole ſum, But to be even 
with the perjur'd harlot, as ſoon as, her 
month was up, he. ſent her | to  Bridewelh 
where he would alſo K villiogly have {ent 
his clerk, if he had known how, for he 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected that it was to him 
he owed the honour of being a farher | in 
his old age, 1 

Dick allow!d him to mutter 46 by t the 
intereſt he ad with ſome of. the clerk's 
belonging, to the trading juſtices, got his, 
doxy 15 5 Ly a Mat her into 3 


9 


#445 


woman of his into the houſe, whoſe vir 
tue he thought, would be proof againſt 
the rhetoric of his clerk 1, but he provid 
as frail, as. the reſt of her. [2 and. yielded. 


t Dick's. follicirations, on. the ſtale foot 


ing of a promiſe to marry her as ſoon as 
1 ſoon 
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th wes by e 


ſoon as he was out of his time. They 
manag'd their matters ſo cautiouſly. for a- 


ve a year, that the old man had not the 
leaft fuſpicion of what was going forward 3 


| buy e one day to return ſuddenly | 


mbers, when he Was not ex- 
Nel, be catch'd Dick drawing an, inſtru- 


ment with his niece in the office. P3375 


The fi ght flung the old fellow into 
ſuch a | paſſion, as brought upon him a fit 
of coughing that had almoſt firangled 
him ; however, he receiv'd ſome com- 


fart 4 ADL His niece told him, that Mr. 
Richard had promis d her marriage, as 


ſoon 48 he was out of his time; and ſnew'd 


bim a note to that purpoſe, under hope- 


fub's OW-7 hand! Who had taken to his 
heels the” minute his maſter enter'd. 'He 


ſaid out two or three hights for fear of the 


pris but the attorney at laſt found him 
out, and wanted to coax him to perform 
his engagement to the gi fl imtmediately, 


promis to give” him trifle” as a por. 
tion, and to diſpenſe witli the "Clauſe i in his 


indentuse 
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indenture that prohibited his marriage. 
But Dick was not to be drawn in ſo, and 
refugd peremptorily to put on the clog; 


When fair means would not do, his ma: 


ſter reſolved to have recourſe to the law: 
but here Dicbs honeſt father ſtood: his 
friend, and after ſpending two or three 
hundred pounds, the old fellow! was 
oblig*d to keep his niece, in the condition 


ſhe was left in by his clerk, whom he 


turn'd over, for the remainder of his time, 
to another attorney. But the worſt conſe- 
quence of the affair was, that the poor 


forſaken girl took the ſlight ſo much to 


keart, that ſne grew melancholy. mad, 
and in leſs than ſix months hang'd herſelf 


with a pair of garters, which Dick in his 
loving days had made her a preſent of; 
and left a letter on her table, penn'd in a 
moſt moving ſtile, benin ſhe laid the 
blame of her death upon him. This gave 
Mr. Richard a great ſhock, and induc'd 
him to make a vow of celibacy for life 3 

La but 
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but he kept it no longer than the laſt 
month of the long vacation; and his ene- 
mies ſuggeſt that he would not have kept 
it ſo long, if the emptineſs of his pocket 
had not compell'd him to it: for as his 
Preſent maſter kept no female in his houſe, 
Dick was oblig'd to purchaſe proviſions of 
that kind abroad, which his finaces did 


not always anſwer the expence of. 
- Notwithſtanding the riſque Dick ran in 
the laſt mention'd intrigue, and the fatal 


conſequence that attended it, yet he had 
the imprudence to purſue the ſame me- 
thods with two or three more, before the 
year of his redemption arriv'd. A milli- 
ner*s prentice, a butcher's daughter, and 
the bar-tnaid at the Dew tavern, had all 
claims for - perpetual leaſes of his precious 
perſon; and each of them ſued for 
poſſeſſion of the premiſes, the moment he 
was out of his time; but as he had the 
drawing of the deeds himſelf, he found fo 
many flaws· in their ſeveral indentures, that 

they were glad to drop their actions for 


perpe 
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perpetuity, and content themſelves with a 
right of commoning, during his plea- 
ſure, 

Mach about the time that he had en- 


tere himſe't an attorney of Neu- ln, 


is mother died, by which a ſmall eſtate 
of about ſeventy pounds a year devoly*d 
to him, which was indeed all the old man 


his father had to ſupport himſelf, beſides 


his practice 3 and he expected his fon 


would at leaſt have permitted him to go 
halves with him; but Dick was quite of 
another mind; for his mother had not 


deen dead abovr à mn, When he went 


down into the country, brought an eject- 
ment againſt his antient father, and turn'd 
him out of doors: which ſo griev*d the 
old man, that he broke his heart in a- 
bout ſix weeks after. As for Dick, he 
did not fo much as counterfeit the leaſt 
ſorrow, but turn'd his acres into ready 
money, and that money into riotous 
pleaſures, in leſs than a twelvemonth. 
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ſuit he had been employ'd to manage. 
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He had ſome practice, tho? not ſuffici- 


ent to ſupport his extravagance when once 
his patrimony was gone; but he made the 


moſt of it, taking care that the length 


of his bills ſhould attone for the ſhortneſs 


of his lift of clients. Amongſt thoſe who 
were ſa unhappy as to be under his ma- 
nagement, thete chanc'd to be an elderly 


widow, Who was involv'd in a lau-ſuit 
with her ſon's guardians. 5 Dick found 


means to perſuade her that it was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, in order to diſintangle 
her affairs, that ſne ſhould: make over her 


en bk: Jo „„ hon ont nn 
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to forget to execute any declaration 
of the confidence reposd in him, and fo 
held the widow's eſtate by abſolute ſale. 
He behav*d pretty well to her, till the 
ſuit was ended; but then ferv*d: her 

as he had done his father, brought an 
ejectment to diſpoſſeſs her of her jointure, 
and then had the conſcience to bring her 
in a long bill of the charges of the law- 


The 
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The widow threaten'd him with a bill in 


Chancery, to prove the truſt of her eſtate 3 
but want of money to proſecute, and the 


chagreen of being fo abus'd by one the 


had put ſo much confidence in, threw 
her into a ſtate of deſpondency, which 
never left her till ſne died, which ſhe did 


in the winter following, leaving Mr. 
N— ds in the peaceable poſfeſſion of all. 


Much about this time he became ace 


quainted with a young lady named Davis, 
whopals'd in the ne hbourhood where ſhe 
HA fort a great Man all in her own 
power, by the death of lier father, who 
had not been in his grave above three 
montiis. Dieꝶ ſaw her, and I'd hier: at 
ſealt e coneti d a! violent affection for 


her eſtate! Though he had no preten- 

lions to ſuch a fortune; yet hie had the aſ- 
ſurance to make his addrefibs; und met 

witch a very favourable reception le 


knew he was not able to malte her any 


een equivalent to ' what- he ws" 
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3 Sick her, and therefore carefully 


avoided. making any enquiry. into her 
circumſtances,. contenting himſelf with 


a private ſearch in the. Commons for her 


14 inn rener Lo 4455. ve 


| thouſ nnd "in ing in ready. moneys. 'with 
certain. freehold "houſes. in the town of 


Shrewfbiuvy,; 3 and ſome ſwall legacies tg 
other relations. 


, f # 
* . 1 „oli. 


He was overjoy'd 1 to, f find.. his. miſtreſs | 


ſo rich, and, concluded- the match in. 
a violent hurry... When . the honey⸗ 
moon began to be upon the wane, he 
took an opportunity to afk; his lady for 


the probate of her father's will, which 


ſhe very readily gave him; but how great 
was his ſurprize, when he found her fa- 


ther's name was not Charles but Fohn 


Davis, and that he left her by his will. 


only 500 J. as che * half of ſo much. 


ork 4 South. 


5 
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Soul b- Sea ſtock, the remainder being de- 


vis'd to a ſiſter's daughter? 
Dick, who really did not love his wife, 


was brute enough to give way to the moſt 
unbounded paſſion on this diſcovery of 
his diſappointment. He ſtamp'd and 


ray*d like a madman; damn'd her for 


a cheating b——h, and ſwore he would 
never ſee her more. The poor girl, who 
was truly innocent of any fraud, and had 
never given | herſelf any airs of a. great 
fortune, other. than by appearing very 
genteel, in fome rich cloaths left her by a 


couſin ; fell into fits at the barbarity of 
his uſage, and when ſhe recover'd, offer d 
all the arguments ſhe could think of to 
reduce him to reaſon and good- nature; 
but all in vain; he made her join with 
him the next day in the ſale of the ſtock 3 ; 
left her that ſame night, and has never 


ſince had any commerce with her, nor 
allow*d her a penny to ſubſiſt on. 

This five hundred pounds, and the lit- 
tle he had left of what he had defrauded.: 
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| the old widow of, was gone in 4 ſhort 
time, and by that time his character was 
grown fo odious, that he had no buſi- 
neſs but of the moſt dirty kind, and what 
was tranſacted at the Old. Bailey and 
Hiats's- Hall. But nor this, nor all the 
ſbarping tricks of the law, were ſufficient io 
enable him to appear abroad out of term- 
_— nor then with any kind of decency. 

At laſt he got an old bawd for his cli- 
ent, who had been indicted for keeping a 
diſorderly houſe in the Strand. Dick ma- 
nag' d matters for her ſo dexterouſly, that 
this induſtrious woman eſcap'd the cart's- 
tail for that bout, and was ſo grateful for 
his good offices, that beſides paying him 
handſomely, ſhe put him into the way of 
keeping, I mean of being kept. | 

The firſt employment ſhe recommend- 
ed him to, was indeed ſomething ex- 
traordinary; viz. that of two citizens 
wives at once, who club'd for him, 
and equally ſhar'd his ſervices. This 

: | | circum- 
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circumſtance you may think very trage 
but 1 aſſure you, fir Jacob, it is true oil 
unnatural as it may ſeem The wo - WM 
hufbands were partners in a wholeſale 10 
haberdaſhery warehouſe, and I en 9 
it was from thence their honeſt, 1 
duſtrious, managing wives took 155 
hint of forming this uncommon co part⸗ vi 
nerſhip. Though Dick lov'd the mathe- A | 
maticks as well as any man, yet he de- i 
murr'd a little at undertaking to ſupply 
the neceſſities of t two, and could never ima- 
gine that they would agree about the di- 
viſion of his Perſon ; was afraid of their 
mutual jealouſies, and that there would be | 
an eternal confuſion and wrangling at ſet- 
tling their amorous accounts. However, 
his agent aſſured him that they were very 
moderate in. their demands, agreed love 
ingly, and paid generouſiy. Hereupon 
he took courage, enter'd upon trial, and had 
the good fortune, to pleaſe them for near 
two years: : but at the end of that time, 
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an unlucky. ſtatute of, debug being 


awarded againſt the male· o- partnerſnip; 
chat between the females diſſolwd of 
courſe, for want of money. to carry on 
the buſineſs, But a5 to Mr. Md, 
his old grateful friend, the bawd, ſoon 
provided him a new place, and of more. 
profit, with! les fatigue. She. introduc'd. 
him to the acquaintance. of lady M, 


179091 


ho in ber eighteenth year married. an 


old baronet of ſixty-five. ., The whole 
town knows her caſe, and ſome are ſo 
malicious as to affirm, that fir Jobn himſelf 
is vety well informed that bis lady keeps 
a groom of the chambers, Fo ſupply the 
deficiencies. on his ſide. There is in- 


deed, this gtound for that ſurmiſe, that 
Dick, who is ſtill in the ſame office, is the 
old knights conſtant bottle companion, . 


has this management of all his law-affairs, 


and has been recommeded by him to 
ſome very reputable buſineſs; ſo that 


Dick, who has now left off moſt of 


his 
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his extravagant pranks, lives genteely, . 
begins to acquire a better character, and 
is in a fair way of moking a handſome. 
fray. V5... 4 4 


ww * 


Jam, dear fir Jacob 
Wur moſt obedient, &c. 
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The Adventures of Mr. Ambroſe O-. 


Dear Sir Jacob, 


LIVE been for this three weeks paſt 
in Northamptonſbire, at the country ſeat 
of our friend Jack Turberville, whoſe father 
has at laſt been ſo kind as to ſtep into the 
other world, where they have been in ex- 


peltation of him at leaſt theft ten years, 
I am ſure his gracious ſon has often pray*d 


fervently for his ſpeedy relief from the 
cares and troubles of this tranſitory world, 
1 weat down with him, in company with 
half a dozen ſelect friends, to take poſſeſſi- 
on of the old manſion-houſe, where we 

had 
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had. very good diverſion, It is ſituated in 
a fine ſpotting country, with plenty of 
game of all: forts, but none that I. hiked 


ſo well as ſome hearty, plump country 


girls, who did all in their power to make 
our ſtay agreeable. Faith, Baronet, there 
is a ſtrange pleaſure in that rural kind of 
wenching, which for a ſe days gives us a 
ſort of enjoyment to which our town in- 
trigues are utterly. ſtrangers: But then: 
there is no variety; the want of which cloys 
the appetite, and renders every thing in- 
fipid after a few days repetition, 

I wonder at that ſtrange caprice in our 
nature, that makes it impoſſible to be 
long ſatisfied with what at firſt affords. us 
the moſt exquiſite delight! I have wan- 
toned in boundleſs joys, bath'd in full 
oceans of raviſhing bliſs, and panted for 
want of ſpirits to bear the torrent of ex- 
tacy, which overwhelm'd me in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of charming woman; yet the next 
moment my ſtomach has keck*d at the 
laſcious banquet, and merely for the ſake 


* 
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of icy I have toy'd away an | hour, or 
fo, with the moſt homely drudge in the 
Pariſh, . What can this mean? Is it a di- 
ſeaſe of the. appetite, or is it owing. to 
our natural conſtitution? I: have tried to 
find out the ſource of it in myſelf, and 
attempted to trace it in others, but with. 
out any manner of ſucceſs: Its amongſt 
the unfathomable miſteries of our mecha- 
niſm. Yet; tho“ it is ſo common, I can- 
not help wondering at its effects, as often 
as I meet them, and it has employed my: 
whole ſpeculation for theſe two or three 
days. What gave riſe to it, at preſent, 
was a piece of ſecret hiſtory J learn'd at a 
gentleman's houſe, a near neighbour of 
Furbervile's, with which, as it correſponds 
with our ſubject, I ſhall entertain you. 
Fach Turberville, and all of us that were 
of his company, | received a very polite 
invitation from Mr. R u to dine at 
his houſe, © which was but two ſhort 
miles diſtant, The motion was readily ac- 
| cepted 
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eepted. Mie Rr is <A hapde 


forme young Seile mad, bas a, clear cams 
plexion, «1-444 (Ah fepures, fol, ſparkling 


eyes, with a. gteat deal, of good na- 
ture and. open meaning in his counte. 
nanct t bis air, is noble, his manners 
polije. his converſation - remarkably - face» 
tiops, Aivl-£Dgagings He has a goctl-efe 
tate, and married a clergyman daughter 


without a ſhilling of - fortune, but a dolle: 


fable ſhare of.wit and, beauty. 


One would, i imagine, Sir Jacob, that if 


happineſs,were to be met with in the, con- 


Jugal ſtate, it might be expected here: vet | 


its certain that the, itch. of variety has 


ſour' d- all their enjoy ments. They had 
not been above! two years, married, when 


the old chaplain of the family dying, it 
was. their good fate to have one Mr, Am- 


brofe PLES recommended to them. This 


gentleman was born in the province of 


Congught in Ireland. He is turn'd of. for- 
ty, is as ſwarthy as. a Mulatta, has . A 


long, croaked noſe, that points over his 
— 


88 
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upper lip, like a parrot's bill; his eyes are 
hollow, his forchead wrinkled; with a con- 


Rant gloom eternally brooding on his diſa- 
tisfied: countenance; his gait is aukward 


and hobbling, and his air and addreſs in- 


tollerably-*clowniſh;/ Ele is indeed up- 
wards of fix foot high; but he ſtoops in 
the ſhoulders; ſo that upen the whole, you 


11 80 ever met witk a more forbiding fi- 


gure. Were La Turk, and kept 4 ſe⸗ 


. raglio, E thoult have ruſted him d with 
+ x the ſoperintendance of my wartieh, as ſe- 
curely az witll an eunuch Ver ts Tovely 
monſter no ſooner appeared in the family, 


than he lady (nay don't ſtart, Sir Jacob, 
atis as true, as that yo are now rending 


this rau boch x prodigious Aces to 


kimt Tye ae 29 to. mlqui blog 
It ww was ike bbb, belies de _ 
find means to make this Caliban under- 
fland her wants, for to do him juſtice, E 
apo che man had no ebneelt of his per- 
„or bͤfft any hopes of prefermenc 0 
hi ſhevels With the fair. Mi RL 


wh | ogled 


of Ambroſe O——l. 187 


ogled him, laughed at his wit, commend- 
ed his learning, and 'prefer'd his judg” 
ment to that of her huſband in the 
choice of a new fan; but all would not 
do; ſhe could not inſpire him with cou» 
rage to make the leaſt; advances. - At laſt 
| the took to her bed, grew mighty ſick of 


a diſeaſe that puzzled the faculty, and a- 


larm'd the huſband, who lov'd ber with 
unfeign'd tenderneſs. She grew worſe and 


worſe, and at laſt the doctor told the 
nurſe, as a ſecret, that he did not under» 


ſtand her diſorder, and that he would not 
d auſpyerabie for the event The [nurſe 
blab'd the bad ridings to the fond i hass 
band, and he, very devoutly, and out of 
regard to her future welfare, would hot 


conceal from her the danger the faculty 


believed her to be in, but with a heart o- 


verflowing with fondneſs, and eyes full of 


tears, deſired her to Wenger Tou- _ 
worſt event. 


This provid the eite of the lady's a1. 


1 She heard the difmal news With 
| great 


— _— — — Drs: — — 
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great ak and reſignation, ſpoke 
domfort to her deſponding huſband, told 
him ſhe had no weight upon hey ſpirits in 
parting with this world, but what aroſe 
from the thoughts of his uneaſineſs on 
her account. She then look'd wiſtfully in 
his face, preſt'd his hand to her boſorn, 
undd deſirecl that he would ſend the chaps 


lain to aſſiſt her in preparing for her diſ. 


ſolution. The fond huſband bath'd her 
face with his tears, and though ſcarce able 
to move from her bedſide, went out to 
call the ſpiritual phyſician, whom he intro · 
duced to his wife, and then retir'd, as did 
the J —_ and other attendants, out of 

„ When * en was: 8 Sir PER 


ſtood mute and trembling, 'tis believed, 


with real concern for the lady's indiſpoſi- 
tion, and was ſtudying how he ſhould en+ 
ter upon his religious exhortations; when 
the lady turning her. face towards him, 
with a feeble voice, deſir'd him to 
bolt. the door and fit down by her, for 

that 
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that ſhe had à great deal to ſay to him: 
The chaplain obey'd, ſhut the door, and 
pull'd a chair pretty nigh the bed, but ſhe 
made him fit down on the ſide of it, that 


he might be nearer to her, for her voice - 


was weak, and ſhe muſt unboſom herſelf 
to him with freedom, Madam,  faid 


the unſuſpecting parſon, if any thing gives 


you uneaſineſs, that may lie in my power 
to alleviate,—O } fir, ſays the lady, inter 


rupting him, and laying her hand upon 
his clumſey broad -pawo, preſſing it, and 


looking tenderly in his face. I know 
% you can give me eaſe, and that 
« when all the world befides cannot. But 
% how ſhall I Ipeak my caſe ? you your- 
< ſelf are the cauſe of my illneſs, tho: 
& you have been ſo dull, or ill natur'd 
«6 ſhall I call it, as not 0 AYE that 
you were fo! 


The look, the Action, and tone of 
voice with which ſhe addreſſed: herſelf to 
him, for all expreſſed rather languey 1 than 
Gckneſs, ſet the parſon's brain in a whirl. 

2 wind 
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wind, and all his blood in a blaze ; for he 
was not quite ſuch à novice as to 
want any further explanation of the lady's 
meaning. The paſſages he had collected 
dut of Drelincourt upon death, and the 
works of other pious divines, vaniſh'd 
no quite out of his head, and he would 
have given a wing of his old caſſock, to 
have recollected ſome of Ovid's Art of 
Love, , which he thought would furniſh 
better common-place for the preſent occa- 
| ion, than all the works of the fas 
thers, from St. Auguſtin down to John 
Buman. But he had never read this love- 
manual ſince he left the college, and 
remembered no more of it than of 
the alkoran. However, though he could 
not ſpeak like Ovid, he could act like 
him; and after ſome degrees of ec 
clairciſſement, and preluding, not worth 
relating, he ſnatch'd the lady's hand eager» 
j to his vgly chaps; kiſs'd it moſt lo- ' 
vingly, gaz'd\ on her naked boſom as if 


| he ould ! have devour'd it, and made 
_ 


# 
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ſhift to cry out poctiealiy enough, 5 
ce heavens !_ what charms are theſe! To 


ce impoſſible for fleſh and blood to re. 


& ſiſtꝰ em: I muſt hide * em, or they will. 
quite take away my ſenſes. He then 


I 


cover'd her bubbies with his ſhoulder, of 


Ng? 


muttonefiſts,. and had np ſooner touch? 
the t tempting globes, than all ballfulnels, 
or modeſty, call it which you will, "left 


him. He toſs'd the bed cloaths, ſans cere- 


monie, to the foot of the bed, and prepar. 
ed to adminiſter that phyſic to the ſick lady, 
that the ſo much wanted. How often the 
doſe might be repeated, the learned have 
not yet poſitively determined ; but, it had 
this effect, that from that hour, the lady, 
whoſe illneſs had indeed been feign'd, be- 
gan to recover by degrees, and Was quite 
well | in about a week, to the great joy of 
the deluded huſband, who, poor man! re- 
joic'd at it moſt lincerely. 

This , intrigue continued for about a 
ewelyemonth without interruption but 
at laſt, unhappily for the lovers, the but. 


ler 


| 
| 
| 
1 
1 
1 
1 


wo, e Mahi 
F Jer, ( del affair wich we bare wo- 
it , who lay in the next tböm to ber 1a. 
as harnber) as he was one night com. 
ing from an interview with Mis.  Aligail, 


| met the doctor coming out of the lady's 


dreſſing oom. The butler to ok no no- 
tice that he ſaw kim, but watch'd him 
for two 'or three nights, and found 
that his lady and the chaplain made it 
their cuſtorn to Entertain one another as 
often ns; Mr, R lay from home. 
This he thought” it his duty to inform his 

maſter. of, who could not eaſi ily be 
brovght to believe that a woman ſo ſtrict 
in her behaviour, and fo delicate in her 
tafte, could prove falſe to ſo good a huſ. 
band; and for the ſake of ſuch a man too! 
But he had no room left to doubt his 
information, having © occular proof gi- 


ven him of its truth. Let had he fo 


great a regat ard to the reputation of his fa- 
mily, and to his children, that he con- 
cal d bis knowledge of i it from the pub» 
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lic; civilly diſmiſs'd the chaplain, and 
outwardly behaves well to his wife; but 
his mind, fince that diſcovery, is a ſtran- 
ger to real felicity, and I believe the lady 
herſelf can have no great reliſh for her 
ſituation, 


Jan, Sir Jaco, 


Yours, &c. 


T. H. 


R _LET- 
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* K ＋ T. E R XI. 
To the SAME. 


CONTAINING 


The e F Doctor H 5. 
| Dear Sir Tacos, \, 


M Y laſt gave you the hiſtory of one of 
"A the ſons of the Caſſock; and the hero 


of this is one of the ſame tribe, that is, 


he was bred up to it, and received the in- 


delible character from ane biſhop, which 


another, you may ſwear with much better 


| reaſon, took from him, and, as far as 


hy in his power, reduccd the parſon to 
a meer layman ; but doctor H——- till 
maintains that he received, at his ordina- 
tion, a certain nameleſs inviſible ſomething» 


which its impoſſible for the pope, and all 
his cardinals, to take from him, and inſiſts 


that he has ſtill a right to the privileges 
of the tribe of Levi, notwithſtanding his 


degradation; but I leave him to ſeitle that 


poin 
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point with his eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, and 
prongs to give you his hiſtory, 

Doctor H-— 5, you mult know then, 
Sir Jacob, was born in Ireland, but in what 
part I. cannot inform you; I believe he is 
come of creditable parents, which I gueſs 
only by the education they beſtowed on 
this gentleman. He was bred at the uni- 


verſity of Dublin; and there took a degree 


of doctor of divinity, and was preſented 
to a living by the late Lord R-: 

I have ſome particular reaſons for not 
mentioning, the part of the kingdom. in 
which the living lay; but it was fome- 


where within forty or fifty miles of the 
city of Dublin. Our fon of the church, 


when inducted; was about twenty-ſeven 


years of age, of a healthy conſtitution» ' 


aflorid complexion, had a tolerably genteel 


perſon, and wanted neither learning, or 
good humour, to recommend himſelf to his 
pariſhoners, by moſt of whom he was 
greatly reſpected, but by none ſo much as 
by Mr. 9, a gentleman. of about 
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two thouſand a year, who lived within a 


ſhort mile of the pariſh church. | 
The parſon lov'd ſport, could jump over 

a hedge or a gate, as eaſily as over a knot. 

ty point in divinity z and could tope a 


chearful glaſs, after the fatigues of ſtudy, 
with: e*er a fox-hunter in the county. This. 


recommended him to the ſquire, who be- 


came hand and glove with the doctor, and 


they were ſcarce ever aſunder. And as the 


parſon was ſingle, and. the ſquire wanted: 
a domeſtic chaplain, he beſtowed that office,, 


with an appartment in his houſe, upon 


doctor H, and took every. method, 


to expreſs the moſt diſintereſted friendſhip. 


for him. 


Mr. R 


was but * married to 


one of thoſe women who have nothing 


but a good face, and good nature, to re- 
commend them. She was mechanically 
well-bred, that is, ſne behaved in a polite 
manner, not from any notion of it's uſe, but 
as ſhe had contracted the habit from the 


gente! company her birth and fortune en- 
titled 
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titled her to keep. In a word, ſhe had 
nothing about her that was peculiarly her 
own; her very paſſions and appetites were 
borrowed from her intimates ;-ſhe liked or 
diſliked according to the mode of the 


generality of her acquaintance; but as 


ſhe was moſt in company with her huſ- 
band: ſo ſhe liked him better than any 
body elſe, and formed her behaviour 
moſily upon» his manner and turn of 
thinking. Whatever be liked, whether 
a. man or a monkey, ſhe grew fond of, and 
therefore was reckoned one of the moſt 
affectionate wives in the neighbourhood ; 


tho' her. breaſt was as much a ſtranger to the 
raptures of-reab love or conjugal friendſhip, 


as to any, thing the moſt remote from 


her. knowledge. However, as ſhe acted 
ſomething like it, the husband who was no 


great judge of the delicate turns of the 


warm paſſion, believ'd himſelf very hap- 
py, and as far as. crede quid babes & babes is 
good logic, he might really be eſtermed 
ſo, at leaſt till he became intimate: with - 


0 doctor H. ; 
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This lady ſeeing her husband ſo extreme- 
1 fond of his chaplain, took the hint, and 
thought it was her duty to be equally de- 
lighted with his company, and in a very 
nttle time wrought herſelf up to as high 
an eſteem ſor him as ſhe had for her hus- 
band, and except going to bed with him, 
allow id the one much the ſame liberty as 
the other, and this without the leaſt ap- 
Prehenſion of any thing criminal, or fo 
much as reflecting whether the doctor was 
man or woman 2 fo little had nature to do 
in the affair. 
But the doftor was not df quite fo cold 
a conſtitution; he could not be every day 
in the company of, and admitted to eve- 
ry intimate freedom with, a young 
blooming woman, without thinking on 
the diſtinction of ſexes, and the great 
pleaſure which an intimate union of theſe 
fame” diſtinRions is eapable of yielding 
to every ſpecies of the animal world. 
The oftner he ſaw © her, the more he 
grew inan d and tho? he might 


make 


4 
. 


* 
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make ſome weak efforts to check the 
growth of any deſires inconſiſtent with the 
honour and peace of his friend and pa- 
tron, yet the frequent repetition of the 
temptation, and the undeſigned endear- 
ments he met with from the thouglitleſs 
fair, ſtifled every virtuous thought, and 
he had the courage to take the reſolution 
of becoming a moſt exquiſite villain; in 
ſhort he determin'd to debauch her. 
It was eaſy for him to judge of the de- 
gree of reſiſtance he might meet with 
from the lady, for he had a juſt notion of 
the depth of her intellects, and ſet her 
down as a very eaſy conqueſt; but he- 
knew he muſt obſerve ſome meaſures with 
the ſquire, who was not fo much an aſs 
as to be eaſily impoſed upon. He waited 
therefore, before he made any attempt, for 
Mr. R— y's going to Dublin, where he 
ſometimes ſtaid a month or r A weeks" at 
a time; ak 
It was not long before he took a pus 
neſs and left the doctor in charge of the 


family 
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family wy his return. The lady and he 
nom grew mighty intimate; he began his 
attack by flatteringher beauty, commend- 
ing her oeconomy, and by that means con- 
vinced her that he had the greateſt eſteem 
for her of any lady in the univerſe. 
Thben he took the liberty to romp with: 
her, and play a thouſand. wanton tricks, 
which the lady took in great good nature, 
and enourag d every frolick that could pleaſe 
the doctor, never dreaming that the good 
man meant any harm. But one day, after 
dinner, as they were ſitting in a ſummer- 
houſe in the garden, and drinking a glaſs 
of cowſlip-wine of the lady's own. making, 
into which the parſon found means to 
convey ſome brandy; he prais'd the wine, 
drank freely, and! made Mrs. R —9 
pledge him: two or three glaſſes got into 
her head, and then he thought it a proper 
| time to make the grand effort, in which he 
| e with little or no difficulty. | 
ll The firſt engagement was in the. gar- - 


an but it was ed from thenee 
| r 0 


| 
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to the lady's bed- chamber, where things: 
were more commodious than on chairs in 
the ſummer-houſe, and there the plan was 
laid for their future intimacy z which they 
carried. on, without any diſcovery, for up- 
wards of two years, in which time the in- 
jur*d huſband procur'd his chaplain a fine 
cure of two hundred a year; yet this.gave 
the doctor no remorſe; he went on with 


his intrigue, and might have continued 


it much longer than he did, if he had 
not taken it into his pious, head to make 


as free allo with the lady's maid, of whom 
he received the ſame favours aa from her 


miſtreſs. 


Fhe girl was more amorous than her- 


lady, and of courſe more jealous of any. 


waſte that might be made of the precious 
fountain from whence her ſemmum bonum 
flow'd. The doctor had firſt made overtures 


to her at a time when her miſtreſs was. 


indiſpoſed for a fortnight together; and, 


as he had no demands upon him from that- 


quarter, he was very laviſh to the maid. 


But 
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But when madam recovered, he was o- 


bliged to retrench his expence on the one 
hand, that he might be the more able to 


anſwer the demands that might be made 


upon him. on the other. The maid ſoon- 
perceived the alteration, and conjectured 
that the doctor had got ſome other mi- 
ſtreſs, on whom he beſtowed more of his 


benediction than on her. 


Tou ſee, Sir Jacob; how dangerous it 
i for a man to let a woman know the 
utmoſt of his abilities: Mind that when 
you marry, dear baronet. But to pro- 
ceed ; the maid watched him fo cloſe, that 
ſhe traced him to the rendezvous, and in 
the height of her jealous rage, had the 
madneſs, or malice, call it. which you will, 
to go directiy to her maſter, and preſent 
him with the edifying ſight of. his wife 
and chaplain ſplitting; caſes of conſcience: 
together. | 
Zy chance the ſquire had no killing: 
weapon about him, but he had a good: 
oak-ſappling in his hand, with which, 
$1: 1 he. 
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he belaboured the parſon to the tune of 
the hundred and nineteenth pſalm, and, 
then turn*d him out of doors; which done, 
he ordered a coach and fix to be got rea- 
dy, in which, while his hand was in, he 
diſpatched his fond wife to her brother, 
who liv*d about twenty miles off. In the 
next place, a proceſs of divorce was com- 
menced which went in favour of the 
husband, and the ungrateful chaplain was 
degraded by the biſhop. 

As Ireland was no place for him to ſtay 
in after ſo ſcandalous an affair, he made 
immediately for London, where he appear- 
ed a ſpruce layman, without any badge of 
.divinity about him. | 
Hz now puſb*d himſelf into genteel com- 
pany, and had the good fortune, at the 
lady #/ -—- s aſſembly, to dance with 
Mrs. CG, who, it is ſaid, obſerved a 
certain part of the doctor to ſwell as he 
ſet to her in the dance, and rais'd a finer 
colour in her face than could have been 
given It by the beſt vermilion, It was 
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not, Sir Jacob, that what ſhe obſerved 
in the leaſt offended her modeſty, or put 
beer out of countenance; far from it: *twas 
only the idea which that ſight rais'd in her 
mind, that ſet her blood in a blaze, and gave 
ber wishes ſne could not, at that moment, 
| gratify. However, ſhe did not loſe much. 
i time; but, in half an hour, pretending 
do be out of order, ſhe gave the doctor her 
1 


$i 458 to help her to her chair, and told 


bouſe; he bowed, and promis'd to do 
bimſelf that honour; was as good as his 
word next morning, and before night was 
preſented to a living, only in the lady's 


| g annex'd to it, which probably he may 
i 5 3 e to wie he loſt in Feu. 


Jour moſt bumble Servant, 


ham ſhe ſhould be glad toſſee him at her 


gift. He does regular duty in her little 
'  -oratory, and has a very genteel ſtipend 
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